HOME BLESSING: A POWERFUL
ARMENIAN TRADITION

The blessing of the home is an Armenian tradition, associated with the
holy days of the year. The purpose of this blessing is for the dedication or re-
dedication, a reminder that the home reflects the Kingdom of God and is good
and sacred.

Traditional times of the year for Armenian homes to be blessed are
Eastertide (the fifty days following Easter), Christmastide (until February 14,
The Feast of the Presentation) and soon after moving into a new home.

During this rich and evocative blessing, “the Dnorhnek”, every mem-
ber of the dwelling assembles with the priest to sanctify together four life-
giving gifts.

Bread and Nushkhar are blessed as a potent symbol of
God's greatest gift offered back to Him in the form of a humble
loaf. The essential component of life is the vital spiritual food of
Holy Communion, where it represents the ultimate convergence of
the sacred and the profane. "This is the bread which came down from

heaven... whoever eats this bread shall live forever" (John 6:58).

It is a custom in some communities for the priest to bring with him a
nushkhar, the round flat wafer of blessed bread stamped with a crucifix or plain
cross and designs of grapes and wheat. Traditionally, this is placed in a contain-
er where salt, rice, wheat or flour (or other household staples) is stored as a

symbol of the presence of God's blessing.

H Water is the substance of which God created the world. It is also
essential to life. God drew forth life from the formless waters
(Genesis I); we ourselves float in a liquid womb without which we
T—>  quickly perish. In water or baptism we are "washed clean”; die in
sin; and are born in Christ.

Salt is an important, universal household staple. Salt seasons
and purifies. "You shall present (rams) before the Lord, and -
the priest shall sprinkle salt upon them and offer them to the =g
Lord as a burnt offering” (Ezekiel 43.24). A newborn baby in i
biblical times would be rubbed with salt. Christ called His
disciples the "salt of the earth.”

’ ' Incense is an ancient symbol of prayers rising to God as well as of the
3 1‘ “individual soul burning with the love of God. “May my prayer be set
before you like incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like the
evening sacrifice” (Psalm 141: 2).

hil

“ The Armenian home blessing service gathers these gifts and all who
live in the home to be cleansed, blessed, and bestowed the protection of the
Cross, of the Word (Scripture) and of the Holy Trinity. In this beautiful ritual,
"Old things pass away, behold, all things become new" (2 Corinthians 5).
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The Epistle of Paul to Titus 2:11-15

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to
all people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this
present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of
the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave
himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for
himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage
and rebuke with all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.

The Holy Gospel According to Matthew 1:18-25

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His moth-
er Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they
came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy
Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and
yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind
to divorce her quietly.

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is con-
ceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through
the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and
they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord
had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But he did
not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And
he gave him the name Jesus.

Home Blessing is a tradition in the Armenian Church which is done two
times through the year, the first is after Christmas and the second is after
Easter. During this visit the Clergy would have the opportunity to per-
sonally congratulate the family on the feast and bring the blessings of
God to the Home, to the family members, to the bread, to the salt, and to
the water of the house. If you wish to have your home blessed on
Christmas, please contact Rev. Fr. Hrant Kevorkian for an appointment
on 857-318-9799.
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Our heartfelt gratitudc to all the Fo”owing Parisl'iioncrs

who contributed toward maintaining the
tradition

of beautiicying the sanctuary with Foinscttias
during this i‘io]idag season.

Also many thanks to Rose Geijekian for
organizing, this Fundraising.

Susie Hadjinian

Armenian Renaissance Association
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