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Simon Javizian Funeral Directors 

Wessels and Wilk Funeral Home 

23690 Woodward Avenue (At I-696 Expressway) 

Pleasant Ridge, Michigan 48069 

LARGE ON PREMISE PARKING LOT 

And Also Many Other Convenient  Locations 



Sunday Services 
Morning Service - 10:00am 

Divine Liturgy - 10:45am 

NRA Delegates 
Harry Derderian                                  hderderian1@aol.com 

Michael Hagopian                           mchlhagopian@aol.com 

Antranig Karadolian                       antokaradolian@aol.com  

Ralph Kourtjian                                      rkourtjian@aol.com  

Jerir Ourlian                                          jerair71@yahoo.com 

Raffi Ourlian                                              rourlian@aol.com  

Board of Trustees Members 
Karyn Chopjian                                  kchopjian@gmail.com 

Nancy Gavoor                                hyenergy4@hotmail.com 

Michael Hagopian                           mchlhagopian@aol.com  

Laurie Haroutunian                                   llhard57@aol.com 

Terri Koller                                       tkbikes@wowway.com 

Arnold Kourtjian                               akourtjian@gmail.com 

Charles Nalbandian                                        cnaib@usa.net 

Sebouh Sarkissian                                 sarkseb@yahoo.com 

Greg Vartanian                     gregoryvartanian@comcast.net 

Illuminator Committee  
Rita Dilanian 

May Kafafian 

Maureen Toukhanian 

Pastor 
Rev. Fr. Hrant Kevorkian 

20901 W Glen Haven Circle 

Northville, MI 48167 

Cell: 857-318-9799 

Office: 313-336-6828 

Email: fr.hrant@gmail.com 

Pastor@saintsarkis.org  

Information 

Lenten Services 
Sunday  

 Morning Service - 10:00am 

 Divine Liturgy - 11:00am  

Wednesday 

 Arevakal Service - 10:00am 

Friday 

 Heskoum Service - 7:00pm 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 10:00am – 3:00pm 

Friday by appointment 
 

Sacraments 
Please visit our website www.saintsarkis.org and call the church office to secure a date. 
 

Home Blessings 

Traditionally, home blessings are done twice a year after Christmas and after Easter. If you would 

like to schedule a home blessing at any time of the year, please contact the church office or Rev. Fr. 

Hrant directly. 
 

Requiem Services 
Please contact the church office before Noon on the Thursday prior to the service date. 
 

Hospital or Home Visits 
Please contact Rev. Fr. Hrant on his cell: 857-318-9799 

Members* Non-Members 
Presenting a baby to the Church on the 40th day 
Church Donation Church Donation 
Clergy Honorarium Clergy Honorarium 

Baptism 
Prelacy  

Certificate 
$25 Prelacy  

Certificate 
$25 

Church Donation Church $300 
Clergy Honorarium Clergy Honorarium 

Deacon $50 Deacon $50 

Wedding 
Prelacy  

Certificate 
$50 Prelacy  

Certificate 
$50 

Church Donation Church $600 
Clergy Honorarium Clergy Honorarium 

Deacon $125 Deacon $125 
Organist $125 Organist $125 
Soloist $125 Soloist $125 
Choir $200 Choir $200 

Funerals 
Church Donation Church $300 
Clergy Honorarium Clergy Honorarium 

Deacon $100 Deacon $100 
Organist $100 Organist $100 

Hall Rental 
Cleaning Fee $250 Fee $1000 

Church Fees 

 “For in the one Spirit we were all bap-
tized into one body” (1 Corinthians 
12:13) and “Now you are the body of 
Christ and individually members of 
it.” (1 Corinthians 12:27). These two 
verses answer the questions above. The 
Church is the Body of Christ, and any-
one who gets baptized at the Church be-
comes a member of that Body of Christ. 
The Church becomes their place for 
spiritual growth and fulfillment. 

The Armenian Church is a National 
Church, which means the members have 
the right to voice their opinion and vote 
in any great decision of the church, as 
long as it doesn't interfere with the 
teachings of the Church. 

“If we have sown spiritual good among 
you, is it too much if we reap your mate-
rial benefits?” (1 Corinthians 9:11). The 
Church with the Prelacy and the Cathol-
icosate are institutions to serve the Ar-
menian community. The dues we pay 
supports and insures their existence. On 
average, the annual dues of the church is 
one day’s pay of an individual.  

 All the Church asks today is the 
active participation of the parishioners 
in church life. At the end, every member 
of the body (the church) is important.  

Why do we have to pay dues? 

What is Church membership? Why 
do we have to be members? 

http://www.saintsarkis.org


Ø»ÍÇ î³ÝÝ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃ»³Ý 

Â»Ù³Ï³É ²é³çÝáñ¹Ý»ñáõÝ, 

Ñá·»õáñ ¹³ëáõÝ, 

²½·³ÛÇÝ ÆßË³ÝáõÃ»³Ýó, »õ 

Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ 

 

 

Ø»ÍÇ î³ÝÝ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëáõÃ»³Ý 

²ÝÃÇÉÇ³ëÇ Ø³Ûñ³í³Ýù¿Ý Ñ³Ûñ³å»ï³Ï³Ý 

ûñÑÝáõÃ»³Ùµ« ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý ç»ñÙ ëÇñáí áõ 

³½·³ÛÇÝ í³é ³åñáõÙÝ»ñáí ÏþáÕçáõÝ»Ýù Ù»ñ 

ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ëÇñ»ÉÇ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ, Çñ»Ýó Ù³ÕÃ»Éáí 

³ëïáõ³Í³ÛÇÝ µ³ñÇùÝ»ñáí áõ ßÝáñÑÝ»ñáí É»óáõÝ 

ï³ñÇ ÙÁ£  

ÜÏ³ïÇ áõÝ»Ý³Éáí Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç 

Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë Ñ³Û Ùûñ Ï»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý 

Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ áõ Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ ³Ýáñ áñáß³¹ñÇã áõ 

»½³ÏÇ ¹»ñÁ« Ý»ñÏ³Û Ð³Ûñ³å»ï³Ï³Ý ¶Çñáí 2013 

ï³ñÇÝ ÏÁ Ñéã³Ï»Ýùª 
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Ø»ñ áÕç å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ, Ñ³Û Ù³ÛñÁ 

Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ á°ã ÙÇ³ÛÝ ¹³ñÓ³Í ¿ ïÇå³ñ 

Ù³Ûñª Çñ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç óáÉ³óÝ»Éáí Ñá·»õáñ« 

µ³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý áõ ³½·³ÛÇÝ ëñµ³½³Ý ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñÝ áõ 

³é³ùÇÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ« á°ã ÙÇ³ÛÝ ³Ý ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇÝ 

³Ùñ³Ïáõé ëÇõÝÝ ¿ »Õ³Í áõ Çñ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ ÝáõÇñ»³É 

¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏÁ« ³ÛÉ Ù»ñ å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý ³Ù»Ý¿Ý 

×³Ï³ï³·ñ³Ï³Ý å³Ñ»ñáõÝ Çñ ûñÇÝ³Ï»ÉÇ 

í³ñù³·Íáí« ³Ùáõñ Ï»óáõ³Íùáí« ³ÝÑáõÝ 

½áÑáÕáõÃ»³Ùµ, ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý Ñ³õ³ïùÇ å³Ñå³

ÝáõÃ»³Ý áõ å³ßïå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ 

³½·³ßÇÝáõÃ»³Ý áõ Ñ³Ûñ»Ý³ßÇÝáõÃ»³Ý ëñµ³½³Ý 

³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý µ»ñ³Í Çñ ³ÙµáÕç³Ýáõ¿ñ áõ Û³ÝÓÝ³éáõ 

Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ »Õ³Í ¿ µ³ñÓñ³·áÛÝ ³ëïÇ×³ÝÇ 

Û³ñ·³ÝùÇ ³ñÅ³ÝÇ ³ÝÓ ÙÁ£  

²ñ¹« Ý»ñÏ³Û ï³ñáõ³Ý ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï 

¿ Ñ³Ù³å³ñ÷³Ï Ùûï»óáõÙáí í»ñ³ñÅ»õáñ»É Ñ³Û Ùûñ 

ïÇå³ñÁ« Û³ïÏ³å¿ë å³ñ½»Éáí Ý»ñÏ³Û 

Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ ³Ýáñ ¹ÇÙ³·ñ³õ³Í 

Ùï³Ñá·áõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÝ áõ Ù³ñï³Ññ³õ¿ñÝ»ñÁ »õ 

ß»ßï»Éáí Ù»ñ Ï»³ÝùÁ Ûáõ½áÕ ï³·Ý³åÝ»ñáõÝ ¹ÇÙ³ó 

Çñ»Ý íÇ×³Ïáõ³Í ×³Ï³ï³·ñ³Ï³Ý ¹»ñÁ£  

²ÝÑñ³Å»ßï ¿ ë³Ï³ÛÝ, Ý³Ë ¹³éÝ³É 

²ëïáõ³Í³ßáõÝãÇÝ« áñå¿ë ÑÇÙùÁ Ù»ñ ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý 

Ñ³õ³ïùÇÝ, Ï»³ÝùÇÝ áõ Ùï³ÍáÕáõÃ»³Ý£ 

²© 

Ø³ÛñÁ ²ëïáõ³Í³ßáõÝãÇÝ Ù¿ç 

²ñ¹³ñ»õ« ÐÇÝ Ã¿ Üáñ Îï³Ï³ñ³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç 

µ³½Ù³ÃÇõ »Ý ³ÏÝ³ñÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁª Ùûñ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ£   

²Ûë áõÕÕáõÃ»³Ùµ, »õ áñå¿ë ²ëïáõ³Í³ßáõÝãÇ 

áõëáõóáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ù»ÏÝ³Ï¿ï, Ñ³ñÏ ¿ ÛÇß»É ²ëïáõÍáÛ 

å³ïáõ¿ñÁª §ä³ïáõ¿° Ñ³Ûñ¹ áõ Ù³Ûñ¹¦ (ºÉÇó 20.12)£ 

²é³Ï³ó ·ÇñùÁ ¹³°ñÓ»³É ÏÿÁë¿ª §àñ¹»³Ï ÇÙ« ùáõ Ñûñ¹ 

Ëñ³ïÁ ÙïÇÏ Áñ¿« áõ ùáõ Ùûñ¹ ûñ¿ÝùÁ ÙÇ° Ù»ñÅ»ñ« 

áñáíÑ»ï»õ ³ÝáÝù ùáõ ·ÉËáõ¹ ßÝáñÑ³ó åë³Ï »õ ùáõ 

å³ñ³ÝáóÇ¹ Ù³Ý»³ÏÝ»ñÁ åÇïÇ ÁÉÉ³Ý¦ (1.8-9)£  

Üáñ Îï³Ï³ñ³ÝÇÝ Ù¿ç Ùûñ ·»ñ³·áÛÝ 

ïÇå³ñÁ êáõñµ Ø³ñÇ³Ù ²ëïáõ³Í³ÍÇÝÝ ¿£  

²ëïáõ³Í³ßáõÝãÇÝ Ù¿ç Ùûñ Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ 

Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ¿ ³Ù÷á÷»É Ñ»ï»õ»³É Ï¿ï»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç©-  

³¤ Ø³ÛñÁ ÏÁ Ý»ñÏ³Û³Ý³Û áñå¿ë ÑÇÙùÁ 

ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇÝ© ³Ýáñ ¹»ñÁ ÙÇ³ÛÝ ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇÝ 

·áÛ³ï»õáõÙÁ »ñ³ßË³õáñ»É ã¿ª ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõ 

ÍÝÝ¹³µ»ñáõÃ»³Ùµ© ³Ý Ý³»õ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏÇã ¹»ñ áõÝÇ£ 

´³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý áõ Ñá·»õáñ ÇÙ³ëïáí ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇ ³éáÕç 

å³Ñå³ÝáõÙÁ Ùûñ ³é³çÝ³Ñ»ñÃ å³ñï³õáñáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿£  

µ¤ ÜÏ³ïÇ áõÝ»Ý³Éáí ³ëïáõ³Í³ÛÇÝ 

ïÝûñÇÝáõÙáí Ùûñ Û³ÝÓÝáõ³Í »½³ÏÇ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃÇõÝÁ« 

³Ý Ïáãáõ³Í ¿ Çñ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ áõ ·áñÍÇÝ Ù¿ç ·áñÍÝ³å¿ë 

³ñï³Û³Ûï»Éáõ µ³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý áõ Ñá·»õáñ ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñÝ áõ 

ëÏ½µáõÝùÝ»ñÁ£  

·¤ ²ÝÑñ³Å»ßï ¿ áñ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ ÑÝ³½³Ý¹ÇÝ 

Çñ»Ýó Ùûñª Ñ»ï»õ»Éáí ³Ýáñ óáõóÙáõÝùÝ»ñáõÝ áõ 

Ï»³ÝùÇ ûñÇÝ³ÏÇÝ£  

¹¤ êáõñµ Ø³ñÇ³Ù ²ëïáõ³Í³ÍÇÝ ÏÁ ÝÏ³ïáõÇ 

áñå¿ë ïÇå³ñ ×ßÙ³ñÇï Ù³ÛñáõÃ»³Ý£  

´© 

Ø³ÛñÁª »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ñ³Ûñ»ñáõ  

áõëáõóáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç 

Â¿° ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýñ³Ï³Ý »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ »õ Ã¿ Ñ³Û 

»Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ñ³Ûñ»ñÁ Ùûñ ¹»ñÇÝ ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓ³Í »Ý 

³é³õ»É³µ³ñ ²ëïáõ³Í³ßÝã³Ï³Ý ·ñù»ñáõ Çñ»Ýó 

Ù»ÏÝ³µ³ÝáõÃ»³Ý ÍÇñ¿Ý Ý»ñë« ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ 

Ñ³ëï³ï³Í µ³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý« Ñá·»õáñ áõ ÁÝÏ»ñ³ÛÇÝ µÝáÛÃ 

áõÝ»óáÕ Ï³ÝáÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç£  
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ÚáíÑ³Ý àëÏ»µ»ñ³Ý ÏþÁë¿« Ã¿ ²ëïáõ³Í 

·áõñ·áõñ³ÉÇó Ùûñ ÝÙ³Ý ë¿ñ, Ñá·³ÍáõÃÇõÝ áõ Ë³

Õ³ÕáõÃÇõÝ ÏÁ ßÝáñÑ¿ Çñ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ£   

ÎÇõñ»Õ ²Õ»ùë³Ý¹ñ³óÇÝ Ù¿çµ»ñ»Éáí ÔáõÏ³ë 

2©44 Ñ³Ù³ñÁ« áõñ ÏÁ ÛÇßáõÇ Ã¿ Úáíë¿÷ »õ Ø³ñÇ³Ù 

§ëÏë³Ý ÷Ýïé»É ÚÇëáõëÁ ³½·³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõ »õ 

Í³ÝûÃÝ»ñáõ Ùûï¦« ÏþÁë¿, Ã¿ ÍÝáÕÝ»ñÁ ÙÇßï å¿ïù ¿ 

÷Ýïé»Ý Çñ»Ýó ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ« áñå¿ë½Ç ³ÝáÝù 

ãÏáñëáõÇÝ Ù»ÕùÇ áõ ³Ýûñ¿ÝáõÃ»³Ý ÷áßÇÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç£  

àñá·ÇÝ¿ë Ù¿çµ»ñ»Éáí ÔáõÏ³ë 2©27 Ñ³Ù³ñÁ« 

Ã¿ª §ÍÝáÕùÁ Ù³ÝáõÏ ÚÇëáõëÁ ï³×³ñ µ»ñÇÝ¦ ÏþÁë¿« Ã¿ 

Úáíë¿÷Ý áõ Ø³ñÇ³ÙÁ ³Ûë ÁÝ»Éáí ÍÝáÕÝ»ñáõÝ ÏÁ 

ëáñí»óÝ»Ý Çñ»Ýó ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ »Ï»Õ»óÇ µ»ñ»É£  

Ü»ñë¿ë È³ÙµñáÝ³óÇÝ ÏÁ ß»ßï¿« Ã¿ ÙûñÁ ÏáÕÙ¿ 

Çñ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ý¹¿å óáõó³µ»ñáõ³Í 

Ëëï³å³Ñ³ÝçáõÃÇõÝÁ ½³ÝáÝù Ïþ³é³çÝáñ¹¿ 

å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïÁõáõÃ»³Ùµ ³åñ»Éáõ Çñ»Ýó Ï»³ÝùÁ£  

´³ñë»Õ Ø³ßÏ»õáñóÇÝ í»ñ ³éÝ»Éáí ³ÕûÃùÇ 

Ï³ñ»õáñáõÃÇõÝÁ ÏÁ Ã»É³¹ñ¿ Ù³Ûñ»ñáõÝ, áñ ³ÕûÃ»É 

ëáñí»óÝ»Ý Çñ»Ýó ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ£  

¶ñÇ·áñ î³Ã»õ³óÇÝ ÏÁ ß»ßï¿ Ã¿ Ñ³Û Ù³ÛñÁ 

³ñÅ³ÝÇ ¿ µ³ñÓñ³·áÛÝ ³ëïÇ×³ÝÇ Û³ñ·³ÝùÇ áõ 

å³ïÇõÇ« áñáíÑ»ï»õ ³Ý ²ëïáõÍáÛ å³ïÏ»ñÁ Ñ³Û 

Ù³ÝáõÏÇÝ Ù¿ç Ï³½Ù³õáñ»Éáõ ·Íáí ÛáÛÅ Ï³ñ»õáñ 

å³ñï³õáñáõÃÇõÝ áõÝÇ£  

ÊñÇÙ»³Ý Ð³ÛñÇÏ ÏÁ Ã»É³¹ñ¿ Ù³Ûñ»ñáõÝ 

Çñ»Ýó ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ ëáñí»óÝ»É ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÁ« áñå¿ë½Ç 

³ÝáÝù ëáñíÇÝ ëÇñ»É Çñ»Ýó »Õµ³ÛñÁ« Çñ»Ýó ÁÝÏ»ñÁ »õ 

Çñ»Ýó ÝÙ³ÝÁ£  

ÀÝ¹Ñ³Ýñ³Ï³Ý »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ áõ Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ 

Ñ³Ûñ»ñ¿Ý ù³Õáõ³Í ³Ûë ÷áõÝç ÙÁ íÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ 

ÉáÛëÇÝ ï³Ï ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï ÏÁ ÝÏ³ï»Ýù Ñ»ï»õ»³É 

ÁÝ¹·ÍáõÙÝ»ñÁ Ï³ï³ñ»É©-  

³¤ Â¿° ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýñ³Ï³Ý »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ »õ Ã¿ Ñ³Û 

»Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ñ³Ûñ»ñÁ ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýñ³å¿ë ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓ³Í »Ý 

ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇÝ áõ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ ÍÝáÕùÇ 

áõÝ»ó³Í å³ñï³õáñáõÃ»³Ý« Ñ³Ûñ áõ Ù³Ûñ ÝÏ³ï»Éáí 

áñå¿ë Ù¿Ï ³ÙµáÕçáõÃÇõÝ« ë³Ï³ÛÝ Û³ïáõÏ ß»ßï 

¹Ý»Éáí Ùûñ ¹»ñÇÝ íñ³Û£  

µ¤ Ð»ï»õ»Éáí ²ëïáõ³Í³ßáõÝãÇÝ« ³ÝáÝù 

Ï³ñ»õáñáõÃ»³Ùµ ÁÝ¹·Í³Í »Ý Ùûñ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏÇã 

¹»ñÁ áõ ½ÇÝù ÝÏ³ï³Í ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý 

³é³ùÇÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ Ñ³ñ³½³ï ³ñï³Û³ÛïÇãÁ 

ÁÝï³Ý»Ï³Ý Ã¿ ÁÝÏ»ñ³ÛÇÝ Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñëª 

²ëïáõ³Í³ÍÇÝÁ ÝÏ³ï»Éáí µ³ó³éÇÏ ïÇå³ñ 

Ù³ÛñáõÃ»³Ý£ 

·¤ Ø»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ñ³Ûñ»ñÁ Ñ³Û Ù³ÛñÁ 

ÝÏ³ñ³·ñ³Í »Ý á°ã ÙÇ³ÛÝ áñå¿ë ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý 

³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáõ áõ ³é³ùÇÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ×³é³·³ÛÃáÕ 

Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝ ÁÝï³Ý»Ï³Ý Û³ñÏÇÝ ï³Ï« ³ÛÉ Ý³»õ 

³Ýáñ Ù¿ç ï»ë³Íª ³½·³ÛÇÝ Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë  Ï³ñ»õáñ 

¹»ñ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃ»³Ý Ïáãáõ³Í ³ÝÓÁ£ 

 

¶© 

Ð³Û Ù³ÛñÁª Ñ³Û Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë 

Ð³Û Ù³ÛñÁ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý 

Ù³Ûñ ¿çÇÝ íñ³Û ÙÇßï »Õ³Í ¿ ³é³Ýóù³ÛÇÝ 

Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝ£ ²Ýáñ ïÇñ³Ï³Ý Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÝ áõ 

Çõñ³Û³ïáõÏ ¹»ñ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ ³ÏÝ»ñ»õ »Ý Ù»ñ 

Ï»³ÝùÇ ÏñûÝ³Ï³Ý« Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ« ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý« 

ÁÝÏ»ñ³ÛÇÝ« Ù³ñ¹³ëÇñ³Ï³Ý Ù³ñ½»ñ¿Ý Ý»ñë áõ 

ÝáÛÝÇëÏ ³½³ï³·ñ³Ï³Ý å³Ûù³ñÇÝ Ù¿ç£ Î³ñ»ÉÇ ã¿ 

³ÙµáÕç³Ï³Ý Ï»ñåáí Ñ³ëÏÝ³É Ñ³Ûáó å³ïÙáõÃÇõÝÁ 

³é³Ýó ³Ý¹ñ³¹³éÝ³Éáõ Ñ³Û Ùûñ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý« »õ 

÷áË³¹³ñÓ³µ³ñª Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ã¿ ×Çß¹ áõ ³ÙµáÕç³Ï³Ý 

Ï»ñåáí ÁÙµéÝ»É Ñ³Û Ùûñ »½³ÏÇ ¹»ñÁ, ³é³Ýó 

Ëáñ³Ã³÷³Ýó ³ÏÝ³ñÏáí ùÝÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ûáó 

å³ïÙáõÃÇõÝÁ£  

Ð³Û »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý áõ 

ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýñ³å¿ë Ù»ñ ³½·Ç Ï»³ÝùÇÝ« Ñ³Û Ù³ÛñÁ µ»ñ³Í 

¿ ·áñÍûÝ Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝ áõ Ï³ñ»õáñ Ýå³ëï »õ Çñ 

ëñµ³Ï»Ýó³Õ Ï»³Ýùáí« Í³é³Û³Ï³Ý ¹»ñáí« 

³ÝÙÝ³óáñ¹ ÝáõÇñáõÙáí »õ ÝáÛÝÇëÏ ³ñ»³Ý 

íÏ³ÛáõÃ»³Ùµ Ñ³ñëï³óáõó³Í ¿ Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý 

Ï»³ÝùÁª Ù»ñ å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý ×³Ï³ï³·ñ³Ï³Ý 

å³Ñ»ñáõÝ ·ñ³õ»Éáí ³é³çÝáñ¹áÕÇ áõ ³é³çÝáñ¹Ç 

¹ÇñùÁ£  

Ð³Û Ù³ÛñÁ Ç°Ýù ù³É³Í ¿ Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÇÝ Ñ»ï »õ 

ÝáÛÝÇëÏ Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÝ»ñ¿Ý í»ñª áñå¿ë Éáõë³×³×³Ýã 

áõÕ»óáÛóÁ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ç ÷áÃáñÏ³ÛáÛ½ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ£  

Î³ñ»ÉÇ± ¿ ãÛÇß»É »õ å³Ñ ÙÁ Ï³Ý· ã³éÝ»É ³ÛÝ 

å³ßï»ÉÇ Ù³Ûñ»ñáõÝ ³éç»õ« áñáÝù §í³ëÝ Ñ³õ³ïáÛ áõ 

í³ëÝ Ñ³Ûñ»Ý»³ó¦ Ýß³Ý³µ³ÝÇ Ñ³õ³ïùáí áõ 

Û³ÝÓÝ³éáõÃ»³Ùµ ³åñ»ó³Ý »õ §ÇÙ³ó»³É Ù³Ñáí¦ 

Çñ»Ýó Ï»³ÝùÁ ÁÝÍ³Û³µ»ñ»óÇÝ£ Î³ñ»ÉÇ± ¿ ãÛÇß»É ³ÛÝ 

å³ßï»ÉÇ Ù³Ûñ»ñÁ, áñáÝù î¿ñ ¼ûñÇ ³Ý³å³ïÝ»ñáõÝ 

Ù¿ç »Ï»Õ»óÇ »õ ¹åñ³ïáõÝ ¹³ñÓ³Ý« ê³ñï³

ñ³å³ï»³Ý Ññ³ß³Ù³ñïÁ Ñ³õ³ïùÇ å³ñÇëåÝ»ñáí 

åáÕå³ï»óÇÝ »õ ²ñó³Ë»³Ý »ñÏÝ³Ù»ñÓ Ï³ï³ñÝ»ñÁ 

Çñ»Ýó áõËïÇÝ Ïñ³Ïáí áõ ³ñÇõÝáí Ñá·»½ÇÝ»óÇÝ »õ 

Çñ»Ýó Ñ³õ³ïùÇ Ï»³Ýùáí ëñµ³ó³Ý áõ ³ñÅ³Ý³ó³Ý 

»Ï»Õ»óõáÛ áõ ³½·ÇÝ å³ßï³ÙáõÝùÇ Ñ³ëÝáÕ ëÇñáÛÝ£  



¸© 

Ð³Û Ù³ÛñÁ ³Ûëûñ  

Ýáñ Ù³ñï³Ññ³õ¿ñÝ»ñáõ ¹ÇÙ³ó 

²ñ¹³ñ»õ, ½áõñ ã¿« áñ Ù»ñ ÇÙ³ëïáõÝ 

ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á Çñ ³Ù»Ý¿Ý ÝáõÇñ³Ï³Ý ëñµáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ 

ïáõ³Í ¿ Ù³Ûñ Ù³Ï¹ÇñÁª ½³ÝáÝù Ïáã»Éáí Ø³Ûñ 

ºÏ»Õ»óÇ« Ø³Ûñ Ð³Û³ëï³Ý« Ø³Ûñ É»½áõ©©©£  

Ð³Û Ù³ÛñÁ ÑáÙ³ÝÇß ¿ Û³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý 

³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáõ áõ »ñÏÝ³ïáõñ ³ñÅ³ÝÇùÝ»ñáõ, ·»ñ³·áÛÝ 

Çï¿³ÉÝ»ñáõ áõ ÝáõÇñ³Ï³Ý Ó·ïáõÙÝ»ñáõ, í»Ñ 

³é³ùÇÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ áõ ³Ùáõñ ëÏ½µáõÝùÝ»ñáõ£ Ð³Û 

Ù³ÛñÁ å³ïáõ³Ý¹³ÝÝ ¿ Ù»ñ ·áÛáõÃ»³Ý« ³ÕµÇõñÁ Ù»ñ 

½ûñáõÃ»³Ý« ÙÇçÝ³µ»ñ¹Á Ù»ñ ÇÝùÝáõÃ»³Ý« 

Ý»ñßÝã³ñ³ÝÁ Ù»ñ å³Ûù³ñÇÝ£  

²ñ¹, ³é³Ýó Ñ³Û Ùûñ ×³é³·³ÛÃáÕ 

Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃ»³Ý »ñ³°ßï ¿ Ù»ñ Ï»³ÝùÁ£ ²é³Ýó Ñ³Û Ùûñ 

Ù³ñ¹³Ï»ñïáõÙÇ áõ Ñ³Û³Ï»ñïáõÙÇ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý 

³Ý·á°ÛÝ ¿ Ù»ñ Ï»³ÝùÁ£ ²é³Ýó Ñ³Û Ùûñ Û³ÝÓÝ³éáõ 

Ù³ëÝ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý ³Õù³°ï ¿ Ù»ñ Ï»³ÝùÁ£   

Ð³Û Ù³Ûñá°í Ñ³ÛÁ Ñ³Û ÙÝ³óª å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý 

³Ù»ÑÇ ³ÉÇùÝ»ñáõÝ ¹ÇÙ³ó£  

Ð³Û Ù³Ûñá°í Ñ³ÛÁ Ñ³Û ¿ª Ý»ñÏ³Û 

Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÝ»ñáõ ÇÝùÝáõÃÇõÝ ³å³Ï³ÝáÕ 

Ñáë³ÝùÝ»ñáõÝ ¹ÇÙ³ó£  

Ð³Û Ù³Ûñá°í Ñ³ÛÁ Ñ³°Û åÇïÇ ÙÝ³Ûª ·³ÉÇù 

µáÉáñ Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÝ»ñáõ Ù³ñï³Ññ³õ¿ñÝ»ñáõÝ ¹ÇÙ³ó£  

²Ûëûñ »ñµ ¹Çï»Ýù Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ Ï»³ÝùÁ, 

Ñ³ñó Ïáõ ï³Ýù© ³ñ¹»ûù Ñ³Û Ù³ÛñÁ ³Ûëûñ Çñ Ñ³Û Ùûñ 

³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³¯Ý Ù¿±ç ¿© áñù³Ýá±í Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ¿ Ñ³Û 

Ù³ÛñÁ Çñ ÝáõÇñ³Ï³Ý ÏáãáõÙÇÝ©©©£ 

ºñµ»ÙÝ Ñ³×áÛ³å³ßï Ï»³ÝùÇÝ ·»ñÇÝ ¿ ³Ý£  

ºñµ»ÙÝ ÁÝï³Ý»Ï³Ý ëñµáõÃ»³Ýó Ë³Ã³ñÇãÁ£  

ºñµ»ÙÝ ûï³ñ³Ùáõï µ³ñù»ñáõ ï³ñ³ÍÇãÁ£ 

ºñµ»ÙÝ Ñ»éá¯õ ¿ ³Ý Ñ³Û Ï»³ÝùÇ á·»ßÝãáÕ áõ 

Ñ³Û³óÝáÕ Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃ»Ý¿Ý©©©£ 

´³Ûó á°ã£ Ð³Û³¹ñáßÙ ³ñÅ³Ý³å³ïáõáõÃ»³Ý 

½ûñ»Õ å³ßïå³Ý« Ñ³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ëñµáõÃ»³Ýó »õ 

³õ³Ý¹áõÃ»³Ýó ³ñÃáõÝ å³Ñ³å³Ý« ³½·³ÛÇÝ 

Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý ËáÛ³ÝùÝ»ñáõ é³ÑíÇñ³Û Ñ³Û Ù³ÛñÁ 

³Û¹å¿ë ãÇ° ÏñÝ³ñ ÁÉÉ³É, å¿ïù ã¿° ÁÉÉ³Û£  

Ø»Ýù Ñ³õ³ïù Ý»ñßÝãáÕ« Ï³Ùù Ïé³ÝáÕ« ÛáÛë 

Ý»ñ³ñÏáÕ« ë¿ñ ÷áË³ÝóáÕ« ³ÛÉ Ëûëùáíª Ñ³ÛáõÝ Ù¿ç 

ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û áõ Ñ³Û Ù³ñ¹Á Ï»ñïáÕ áõ ³Û¹ ×³ÙµáõÝ 

íñ³Û Çñ ³ÝÓÁ ÁÝÍ³Û³µ»ñáÕ Ñ³Û Ùûñ ÛáÛÅ Ï³ñÇùÁ 

áõÝÇÝù£  

¶Çï»°Ýù« ¹ÇõñÇÝ ã¿ Ù³Ûñ ÁÉÉ³ÉÁ© ¹ÇõñÇÝ ã¿ Ù³°

Ý³õ³Ý¹ Ñ³Û Ù³Ûñ ÁÉÉ³ÉÁ£  

âÙáéÝ³Ýù »ñµ»ù, áñ Ñ³Û Ù³ÛñÁ »Ï»Õ»óÇ° 

¹³ñÓ³õ« ÑáÝ áõñ »Ï»Õ»óÇ ãáõÝ»ó³Ýù© ¹åñá°ó ¹³ñÓ³õ« 

ÑáÝ áõñ ¹åñáó ãáõÝ»ó³Ýù© Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇ°ù ¹³ñÓ³õ« »ñµ 

Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇù ãáõÝ»ó³Ýù£ 

Üá°ÛÝÁ Ïáãáõ³Í ¿ ÁÉÉ³É Ñ³Û Ù³ÛñÁ ³Ûëûñ áõ 

ÙÇßï£ ²°Ûë ¿ Ñ³Û Ùûñ Ñ³ñ³½³ï ÏáãáõÙÁ£ 

´Ç¯õñ Û³ñ·³Ýù Ñ³Û Ù³Ûñ»ñáõÝ£ 

* * * 

Ü»ñÏ³Û ï³ñÇÝ §Ð³Û Øûñ î³ñÇ¦ Ñéã³Ï»Éáí« 

Ø»ñ ëå³ëáõÙÝ ¿« áñª 

³¤ ²Ý¹ñ³¹³éÝ³Ýù Ù»ñ Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë Ñ³Û 

Ùûñ íÇ×³Ïáõ³Í ÝáõÇñ³Ï³Ý ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý£  

µ¤ ì»ñ³Ñ³ëï³ï»Ýù Ñ³Û Ùûñ ÝÏ³ïÙ³Ùµ Ù»ñ 

áõÝ»ó³Í ËáñáõÝÏ ë¿ñÝ áõ Û³ñ·³ÝùÁ£  

·¤ ÚÇß»óÝ»Ýù ÙÇ³Å³Ù³Ý³Ï Ñ³Û Ùûñ Çñ 

»½³ÏÇ ¹»ñÝ áõ ×ßÙ³ñÇï ¹ÇÙ³·ÇÍÁ ÙÇßï å³ÛÍ³é 

å³Ñ»Éáõ Ññ³Ù³Û³Ï³ÝÁ£ 

Ð»ï»õ³µ³ñ« Ø»ñ ³Ûë ëå³ëáõÙÝ»ñáõ ÉáÛëÇÝ 

ï³Ï« Ø»ñ Ñ³Ûñ³Ï³Ý Ã»É³¹ñáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ áõÕÕáõ³Í Ù»ñ 

Â»Ù³Ï³É ²é³çÝáñ¹Ý»ñáõÝ« Ñá·»õáñ ¹³ëáõÝ« 

³½·³ÛÇÝ ÇßË³ÝáõÃ»³Ýó áõ Ù»ñ Ï»³Ýù¿Ý Ý»ñë 

·áñÍáÕ µáÉáñ Ï³éáÛóÝ»ñáõÝ« áñ Ý»ñÏ³Û ï³ñáõ³Ý 

ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ Û³ïáõÏ Ý³Ë³Ó»éÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí 

í»ñ³ß»ßï»Ý« í»ñÛÇß»óÝ»Ý áõ í»ñ³ñÅ»õáñ»Ý Ñ³Û Ùûñ 

ïÇå³ñÁª Çñ Ñ³ñ³½³ï å³ïÏ»ñáí áõ ³é³Ýóù³ÛÇÝ 

¹»ñáí Ù»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ« ³½·ÇÝ áõ Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇùÇ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ 

Ù¿ç£ 

Îÿ³ÕûÃ»Ýù ³é ´³ñÓñ»³ÉÝ ²ëïáõ³Í, áñ Çñ 

»ñÏÝ³ÛÇÝ ßÝáñÑÝ»ñáí ßÝáñÑ³½³ñ¹¿ Ù»ñ Ù³Ûñ»ñÁ, 

áñå¿ë½Ç í»ñ³Ýáñá· ÝáõÇñáõÙáí ³ÝáÝù Ï³ñ»Ý³Ý 

ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý Ñ³õ³ïùáí ÃñÍ»É »õ ³½·³ÛÇÝ 

³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñáí áõ Çï¿³ÉÝ»ñáí Ï³½Ù³õáñ»É Çñ»Ýó 

½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ£ 

Ð³Ûñ³Ï³Ý ç»ñÙ ëÇñáí,  

²ÕûÃ³ñ³ñª  

²ð²Ø ².Î²ÂàÔÆÎàê  

ØºÌÆ î²ÜÜ ÎÆÈÆÎÆàÚ 

 

1 ÚáõÝáõ³ñ, 2013 

²ÝÃÇÉÇ³ë, ÈÇµ³Ý³Ý 



To the Prelates, 

The Clergy, 

National Representative Assemblies and 

Executive Councils, and 

The Faithful People of 

The Holy See of Cilicia 
 

We greet you from the Catholicosate of the Ho-

ly See of Cilicia in Antelias, with pontifical blessings, 

fatherly care, and Christian love, wishing you a year 

filled with divine goodness and grace. 

Taking into account the active presence and 

unique role of the Armenian mother in our church and 

community life, with this Pontifical Letter we declare 

the year 2013 to be,  
 

YEAR OF THE MOTHER OF THE ARMENIAN 

FAMILY 
 

Throughout our history, mothers have become 

not only a role model for the Armenian people, reflect-

ing the sacred spiritual, moral, and national values and 

virtues in her life; not only the steady pillar of the fami-

ly and the dedicated educator of her children, but also a 

person deserving the utmost respect for her committed 

participation in the sacred mission of protecting and 

defending the Christian faith, and strengthening the na-

tion and homeland, by her exemplary behavior, solid 

attitude, and infinite sacrifice in the most crucial mo-

ments of our history. 

Therefore, it is necessary to reevaluate the mod-

el of the mother in the Armenian family with a compre-

hensive approach, particularly in face of the concerns 

and challenges she confronts in current times, and the 

unique role attributed to her.  

It is necessary first to turn to the Bible as the 

foundation of our Christian faith, life, and thought. 
 

I 

The Mother in the Bible 
 

There are many references to the mother in the 

Old and New Testaments. 

God’s commandment: “Honor your father and 

your mother” (Exodus 20:12) is the basis of the biblical 

teachings. A passage in Proverbs says: “Hear, my child, 

your father’s instruction, and do not reject your moth-

er’s teaching; for they are a fair garland for your head, 

and pendants for your neck” (1: 8-9). 

In the New Testament, the supreme model of 

the mother is St. Mary, the Holy Virgin.  

The presence of the mother in the Bible may be 

summarized with the following points: 

The mother is the basis of the family; her role is 

not only to guarantee the survival of the family by giv-

ing birth to children, but also to educate. The mainte-

nance of a healthy family in the moral and spiritual 

sense is the first and foremost duty of the mother. 

Taking into account the singular mission given 

to the mother by divine directive, she is called to ex-

press moral and spiritual values and principles in her 

life and deeds. 

It is necessary that children obey their mother, 

following her directions and example. 

St. Mary, Mother of God, is regarded as the ex-

ample of true motherhood. 
 

II 

The Mother in the Teachings of the Church Fathers 
 

The fathers of both the universal church and the 

Armenian Church have given particular importance to 

the mother, with the Bible as the natural axle of their 

teachings, and the Virgin as the exemplary mother.  

John Chrysostom says that God graces His chil-

dren with love, care, and peace, like a nurturing mother. 

Cyril of Alexandria quotes Luke 2:44, where Joseph and 

Mary “started to look for him [Jesus] among their rela-

tives and friends,” and says that parents have always to 

look for their children to prevent them from getting lost 

in the dust of sin and lawlessness. 

Origen cites Luke 2:27, “The parents brought in 

the child Jesus” to the temple, and says that by doing 

this Joseph and Mary teach parents to bring children to 

church. 

Nerses of Lambron underscores that the de-

mands of the mother towards her children teaches them 

to lead responsible lives.  

Parsegh of Mashkevor emphasizes the im-

portance of prayer and suggests mothers teach their 

children how to pray. 

Grigor of Tatev says that the mother deserves 

high respect and honor, because she has a very im-

portant duty to form the image of God in the child. 

Khrimian Hayrig suggests mothers teach the 

Gospel to their children so they learn to love their broth-

er, their friend, and their fellow humans. 

In view of this cluster of testimonies taken from the 

fathers of the universal church and the Armenian 

Church, we consider necessary to make the following 

observations: 
 

The fathers of the universal church and the Ar-

menian Church have generally referred to the duty of 

parents towards their family and children, considering 

father and mother as one entity, but particularly empha-

sizing the role of the mother. 
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They have underlined the educational role of the 

mother and have regarded her as the authentic expres-

sion of Christian virtues within family and social life, 

and consider the Virgin Mary to be the unique model 

of motherhood. 

The fathers of our Church have depicted the Ar-

minian mother not only as a shining presence of 

Christian values and virtues in the family, but also as 

a person called to have a pivotal role in national life. 
 

III 

The Armenian Mother in Armenian Life 
 

The mother has always had a central presence 

in Armenian history. Her dominant role is evident in 

religious, cultural, political, social, and humanitarian 

spheres of our life, and even in the liberation move-

ment. Armenian history cannot be fully understood 

without referring to her mission, and equally the unique 

role of the mother in the Armenian family cannot be 

understood without examining Armenian history. 

Mothers have brought an active participation to 

the mission of the Armenian Church and to the life of 

our nation, and with their modest lifestyle, devoted ser-

vice, and exemplary dedication, have enriched our col-

lective life, occupying positions of leadership in the 

decisive moments of our history.  

Is it possible not to remember and not to pause 

before those revered mothers who lived “for faith and 

for homeland” and gave their life “with purpose-driven 

death” (Yeghishe)? How can we not remember those 

mothers who became church and school in the deserts 

of Deir-ez-Zor, who paved walls of faith with the epic 

of Sardarabad, who armed the mountains of Artsakh 

with the fire and blood of their vows, and who deserved 

love, even veneration, from church and nation? 

Avedik Isahakian captures the heart of mankind 

when he says: “The best woman is the mother. The 

heart of the mother is the heart of humankind, the heart 

of the universe. It is worth to come to the world just to 

have a mother.” 
 

IV 

The Mother of the Armenian Family Today 

Facing New Challenges 
 

Truly, it is not by accident that our wise ances-

tors gave the distinction of “mother” to our most sacred 

realities and values: Mother Church, Mother Armenia, 

Mother Tongue… 

The Armenian mother is the synonym of eternal 

values, supreme ideals, sublime virtues, and strong prin-

ciples. The Armenian mother is the pedestal of our ex-

istence, the source of our power, the citadel of our iden-

tity, and the inspiration of our struggle. 

Thus, without the radiant presence of the Arme-

nian mother, our life is parched. Without her education-

al mission, our life is colorless. Without her committed 

presence, our life is impoverished. 

In the face of the terrible waves of history, we 

remained Armenian thanks to our mothers. 

In the face of current assimilating trends, we 

remain Armenian thanks to the mothers of Armenian 

families. We will remain Armenian even in the face of 

future challenges thanks mainly to them. 

Today, as we observe the life of our people, we 

ask ourselves: Is the Armenian mother up to her mis-

sion? How faithful is she to her sacred calling? Ques-

tions need to be addressed seriously and realistically by 

our mothers and families. 

We know it is not easy to be a mother and, par-

ticularly, to be a mother to an Armenian family. We 

know it is not easy to be a mother in today’s world. 

We need the mother that inspires faith, strength-

ens will, instills hope, and transmits love. In other 

words, who forms the Christian and the Armenian per-

son, and sacrifices herself on that path. 

Let us never forget that the Armenian mother 

became a church where there was no church; a school 

where there was no school; a homeland when there was 

no homeland. 

This is the task and authentic calling for the 

mothers of Armenian families today and forever.  

We highly respect Armenian mothers. 
 

*   *   * 
 

By declaring this year the “Year of the Mother 

of the Armenian Family,” we expect: 
 

To reflect on the sacred mission of the Armenian 

mother in our life; 

To reaffirm our deep love and respect for the Arme-

nian mother; 

To remind the Armenian mother the importance of 

maintaining her unique role and true image. 
 

Therefore, in view of these expectations, we suggest 

that our prelates, clergy, executive councils, and all 

community organizations reaffirm, recall, and reevalu-

ate the unique place and role of the mother within the 

life of our church and community through special initia-

tives. 

We pray to Almighty God to grace our mothers 

with His heavenly graces in order that they may contin-

ue their vocation with renewed dedication and faith. 
 

With warm paternal love, 

 

Prayerfully, 

 

ARAM I 

Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia 

 

January 1, 2013 

Antelias, Lebanon 



§àñáíÑ»ï»õ ³ÝûÃÇ ¿Ç »õ ½Çë Ï»ñ³Ïñ»óÇù, Í³ñ³õ ¿Ç »õ 

çáõñ ïáõÇù, ûï³ñ³Ï³Ý ¿Ç »õ ÁÝ¹áõÝ»óÇù ½Çë, Ù»ñÏ ¿Ç 

»õ Ñ³·óáõóÇù ÇÝÍÇ, ÑÇõ³Ý¹ ¿Ç »õ Ñá· ï³ñÇù ÇÝÍÇ, 

µ³ÝïÇ Ù¿ç ¿Ç »õ ³Ûó»É»óÇù ÇÝÍÇ¦ (Øï 25.35-36)£ 

 

Ø»ñ îÇñáç ÚÇëáõë øñÇëïáëÇ êáõñµ ÌÝÝ¹»³Ý 

ïûÝÇÝ ³éÇÃáí ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û ³ÝÑ³ïÇÝ áõÝ»ó³Í 

Ñá·»õáñ áõñ³ËáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ áñ ÏÁ Í³ÕÏÇ Ù»ñ ëñï»ñáõÝ 

Ù¿ç£ Ø³ñ¹ÏáõÃ»³Ý ïñáõ³Í ²ëïáõÍáÛ Çñ 

³Ûó»ÉáõÃ»³Ùµ, »ñÏñ³õáñ Ã¿ »ñÏÝ³õáñ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ 

Ñ³Ù³ñ »õ Çñ³ñáõ Ñ³Ý¹¿å áõÝ»ó³Í Ù»ñ 

Û³ñ³µ»ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ýáñ ÑáñÇ½áÝ ÙÁ ÏÁ 

µ³óáõÇ, áõñ ëñïÇ µ³ñáõÃ»³Ý, 

³ëïáõ³Í³Ñ³×áõÃ»³Ý »õ Ë³Õ³ÕáõÃ»³Ý ³õ»ïÇëÁ 

ÏÁ ë÷éáõÇ£ 

´»ÃÕ»Ñ¿ÙÇ Ù¿ç ÚÇëáõë ÏñÏÇÝ ÏÁ ÍÝÇ, 

Ù³ñ¹ÏáõÃ»³Ý ³õ»ï»Éáí §Ë³Õ³ÕáõÃÇõÝ »ñÏñÇ íñ³Û 

»õ Ù³ñ¹áó ÙÇç»õ Ñ³×áõÃÇõÝ¦£ ºõ Ù»Ýù, ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ 

Ð³Û ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ, ³Ûë ï³ñÇ »õë Ñá·»å¿ë Ïþ»ñÃ³Ýù 

´»ÃÕ»Ñ¿Ùª Ù»ñ ÁÝÍ³Ý»ñÁ Ù³ïáõó³Ý»Éáõ Ù³ÝÏ³ó»³É 

²ëïáõÍáÛ£ àñù³¯Ý »ñç³ÝÏáõÃÇõÝ Ï³Û Ù»ñ 

Ñá·ÇÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç, ù³ÝÇ ÚÇëáõëÇÝ ï»ëáõÃ»³Ý 

Ïþ»ñÃ³Ýù »õ, Çµñ»õ µ³ñ»å³ßï ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ Ð³Û 

ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ, åÇïÇ áõ½»Ýù Çñ»Ý Ù³ïáõó³Ý»É Ù»ñ ëñïÇ 

ÏÝ¹ñáõÏÁ, áëÏÇÝ »õ ½ÙáõéëÁ, Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ÙÝ³Éáí 

²ëïáõÍáÛ áñå¿ë Çñ ³Ý¹ñ³ÝÇÏ áñ¹ÇÝ»ñÁ£ Æñ 

ÍÝáõÝ¹áí, ÚÇëáõë ³ÙµáÕç Ù³ñ¹ÏáõÃ»³Ý Ññ³õ¿ñ ÙÁ 

ÏþáõÕÕ¿, å³ïÏ³Ý»Éáõ Çñ»Ý, Éë»Éáõ Çñ Ëûëù»ñÁ, 

å³ïÙ»Éáõ Çñ ·áñÍ»ñáõÝ Ù³ëÇÝ, ÙÇ»õÝáÛÝ ³ï»Ý 

ï³é³å»Éáõ »õ ï³·Ý³å»Éáõª Ç ï»ë ½ñÏ»³ÉÇÝ, 

Ï³ñûï»³ÉÇÝ, íÇñ³õáñÇÝ áõ ë·³õáñÇÝ£ ¶áÑáõÝ³Ï áõ 

í³ñÓ³ïñáõ³Í ÏÁ ½·³Ýù Ù»Ýù ½Ù»½, ù³ÝÇ ÏÁ 

ï»ëÝ»Ýù Ù»ñ öñÏÇãÁ, ´»ÃÕ»Ñ¿ÙÇ ÙëáõñÇÝ Ù¿ç, 

÷ñÏáõÃ»³Ý Çñ Ýáñ ³õ»ïÇëáí£  

àñå¿ë ³Ûó»ÉáõÝ»ñ ³é³ÝÓÇÝ ã»Ýù Ù»Ýù, 

µ³½Ù³ÙÇÉÇáÝ ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñáõ Ñ»ï 

Ù»Ýù ³É Ñá·»å¿ë áõËïÇ Ïþ»ñÃ³Ýù ´»ÃÕ»Ñ¿Ù£ êÇñáÛ 

Ã³ÝÓñ³óáõÙÁ »õ Ù³ñÙÝ³óáõÙÁ »ÕáÕ Ù³ÝÏ³ó»³É 

²ëïáõ³ÍÁ ÑáÝ ÙëáõñÇÝ Ù¿ç å¿ïù ¿ ÁÉÉ³Û£ ´áÉáñÇÝ 

Ñ³Ù³ñ ÍÝÝ¹»³Ý áõñ³ËáõÃ»³Ý ³õ»ïÇë Ï³Û ÑáÝ£ 

Ðñ»ßï³ÏÝ»ñáõ ÷³é³µ³Ý³Ï³Ý »ñ·»ñÁ »õ ³õ»ïÇëÁ 

ÏÁ Éë»Ý ³ÝáÝù, ÙÇÝã Ù»Ýùª Ñ³Û»ñë, áõñ³Ë³Ï³Ý 

Ó³ÛÝ»ñáõ ÷áË³ñ¿Ý ³Ûë ûñ»ñáõÝ áÕµÇ áõ ó³õÇ 

ÙñÙáõÝçÝ»ñ ÏÁ Éë»Ýù£ ÚÇëáõë ´»ÃÕ»Ñ¿ÙÇ Çñ ÙëáõñÇÝ 

Ù¿ç ã¿, ³ÛÉ áõñÇß ï»Õ ÙÁ, êáõñµ ¶ñ³ÛÇÝ áõñÇß »ñÏÇñ 

ÙÁ. êáõñÇáÛ Ù¿ç ¿ ³Ý, Ð³É¿åÇ, î¿ñ ¼ûñÇ, 

¸³Ù³ëÏáëÇ, ø»ë³åÇ, ¶³ÙÇßÉÇÇ »õ Ñ³Û³µÝ³Ï ³ÛÉ 

³õ³ÝÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç£ ØëáõñÁ Ã³÷áõñ Ó·³Í, ÚÇëáõë 

Ý»ñÏ³Û ¿ ÑáÝ áõñ ³õ»ñáõÙ áõ Ù³Ñ Ï³Û, ÑáÝ áõñ 

û·ÝáõÃ»³Ý ³Õ³Õ³Ï Ï³Û Çñ»Ý áõÕÕáõ³Í£ ºõ 

Ù³ÝÏ³ó»³É ÚÇëáõëÁ Ù»ñ Ñá·ÇÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç ë»ÕÙ³Í, 

³Ï³Ý³ï»ë ÏþÁÉÉ³Ýù Ù»ñ Ñ³ñ³½³ï ³ñ»Ý³ÏÇóÝ»ñáõÝ 

íÇ×³ÏÇÝ, ³ÝáÝó ë³ñë³÷ÇÝ áõ Ñ»Í»Í³ÝùÇÝ: Ü»ñÏ³ÛÇ 

³ÝÏ³ñáÕáõÃ»³Ý »õ ³Ýû·Ý³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ï³óáõÃ»³Ý 

Ù¿ç »õ ³å³·³ÛÇ í³ËÇ áõ ³ÝáñáßáõÃ»³Ý 

ëå³éÝ³ÉÇùÇÝ ¹ÇÙ³ó ³ÕûÃùáí áõ å³Õ³ï³Ýùáí 

ÚÇëáõëÇÝ ÏÁ ¹ÇÙ»Ýù, áñ Ù»½Ç Ñ»ï ù³É¿ ÑñÏÇ½»³É 

»Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç, î¿ñ ¼ûñÇ ³õ»ñ³Ï ëñµáõÃ»³Ý 

Ù¿ç, ÏñÃáõÃ»³Ý Ù»ñ ³ÙñáóÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç£ 

êÇñ»ÉÇ Ñ³Ûáñ¹Ç, 

²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ Ù»ñ ³Ù»Ýûñ»³Û Ï»³ÝùÇÝ 

Ùï³Ñá·áõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç, Ù»ñ ³ÝÙÇç³Ï³Ý 

ßñç³å³ïÇ ÍÝÝ¹»³Ý áõñ³Ë³Ï³Ý ÙÃÝáÉáñïÇÝ Ù¿ç 

Ã»ñ»õë Ýáõ³½ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï áõÝ»Ý³ë ó³õ³ÏÇó ÁÉÉ³Éáõ 

Ù»ñ »Õµ³ÛñÝ»ñáõÝ áõ ùáÛñ»ñáõÝ£ Â»ñ»õë ãã³÷»ë 

íï³Ý·ÇÝ ³Ñ³õáñáõÃÇõÝÁ, áñ ÏÁ ëå³éÝ³Û 

ëáõñÇ³Ñ³Û Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ, ³ÛÝ ·³ÕáõÃÇõÝª áñ 

ó»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»Ý¿Ý »ïù Ù»ñ í»ñ³ÍÝÝ¹»³Ý ûññ³ÝÁ 

»Õ³õ, ³Ý áñ Ñ³õ³ï³ñÙûñ¿Ý Çñ Ñ³ñ³½³ïáõÃ»³Ý 

Ù¿ç å³Ñ»ó Ñ³Ûáõ ó»Õ³ÛÇÝ Ù³ùáõñ ÝÏ³ñ³·ÇñÁ, 

Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñÁ, Ñ³õ³ïùÝ áõ É»½áõÝ£ 

 ²ÝÑ³ï³Ï³Ý íï³Ý·¿Ý ³Ý¹ÇÝ ³½·³ÛÇÝ ³õ»ñ 

Ï³Û ÑáÝ£ ä³ïñ³±ëï »ë ÚÇëáõëÇÝ ÝÙ³Ý ÃáÕáõÉ 

Ñ³Ý·Çëï Ùëáõñ¹ »õ ³Ûó»É»É Çñ»Ýó, ³ÝûÃÇÇÝ Ñ³ó 

ï³Éáí, Í³ñ³õÇÝª çáõñ, íÇñ³õáñÇÝª ¹»Õûñ³Ûù, 

ë·³õáñÇÝª ÙËÇÃ³ñ³Ýù£ ²Ûá, å³ñï³õáñ »ë, 

áñáíÑ»ï»õ ÇÝã áñ ÏþÁÝ»ë ³ÝáÝóÙ¿ á»õ¿ Ù¿ÏáõÝ, 

ÚÇëáõëÇÝ Áñ³Í ÏþÁÉÉ³ë, ÇÝã áñ ÏþÁÝ»ë ëáõñÇ³Ñ³Û 

·³ÕáõÃÇõÝ, Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ ³ÙµáÕç³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý 

Áñ³Í ÏþÁÉÉ³ë£ 

ÞÝáñÑ³õáñ ÃáÕ ÁÉÉ³Û Üáñ î³ñÇ¹ »õ êáõñµ 

ÌÝáõÝ¹Á£ ÂáÕ Ù»ñ î¿ñÁ, öñÏÇãÁ »õ Ðñ³ß³·áñÍÁ 

ûñÑÝáõÃÇõÝ µ³ßË¿ ù»½Ç áõ ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇ¹£ ²ÕûÃ¿ Çñ»Ý, 

áñå¿ë½Ç ¹³¹ñÇÝ ³õ»ñáõÙÝ»ñÁ, áñ Çñ ³Ýë³ÑÙ³Ý 

ë¿ñÁ Ý»ñ³ñÏ¿ ³ÙµáÕç Ù³ñ¹ÏáõÃ»³Ý »ñ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ »õ 

ã³ñ¿Ý ÷ñÏ¿ µáÉáñë£ ä³ÑÝ ¿ áñ ÝÇõÃ³Ï³Ý 

µ³ñÇùÝ»ñ¿¹ µ³ÅÇÝ Ñ³Ý»ë Ý³»õ ³ÝûÃÇÇÝ, Í³ñ³õÇÝ, 

íÇñ³õáñ»³ÉÇÝ áõ ë·³õáñÇÝ, ³ÛÝå¿ë ÇÝãå¿ë åÇïÇ  

áõ½¿Çñ ÁÝ»É ëáõñÇ³Ñ³Û»ñáõÝ ³ÛóÇ ·³óáÕ »õ ³ÝáÝó 

Ñ»ï ï³é³åáÕ ÚÇëáõëÇÝ£  

            

úß³Ï³Ý ²ñù»åÇëÏáåáë, ²é³çÝáñ¹ 

ê. ÌÝáõÝ¹, 2013 
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“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 

clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 

prison and you visited me.” 

(Matthew 25:25-36) 
 

 On the occasion of the Nativity of our Lord Je-

sus Christ, spiritual joy blossoms in the hearts of individ-

ual Christians. God’s visitation to Mankind with His 

message of good will, goodness, and peace, opens new 

horizons for our heavenly and earthly life and our rela-

tionship with each other. 

 Jesus is born again in Bethlehem, proclaiming 

“Peace on Earth and Goodwill to all.” Once again we, 

the children of the Armenian Church, travel spiritually to 

Bethlehem to present our gifts to the infant Lord. How 

much joy is in our souls because we go to visit Jesus and 

as pious children of the Armenian Church, faithful to 

God as His first children, we offer our heartfelt gifts of 

frankincense, gold, and myrrh. With His birth, Jesus in-

vites all Mankind to belong to Him, to hear His words, to 

convey His deeds, while also experiencing the suffering 

and turmoil of those who are deprived, in need, wound-

ed, and grieving. We feel thankful and rewarded because 

we see our Savior in the manger in Bethlehem with the 

new announcement of salvation. 

 We are not alone in our visit. Like many mil-

lions of other faithful Christians we take a spiritual pil-

grimage to Bethlehem. The tangible love of the infant 

God must be there in the manger. The joy of the good 

news of the birth is there for everyone. The angels sing 

songs of glory and good news, but these days we Arme-

nians hear murmurs of lament and pain, instead of joy. 

Jesus is not in His manger in Bethlehem. He is in another 

place, another biblical country. He is in Syria—in Alep-

po, Deir Zor, Damascus, Kessab, Kamishli, and other 

Armenian towns. Leaving the manger empty, Jesus has 

gone where destruction and death are prevalent, where 

cries for His help are heard. With the Infant Jesus fixed 

in our souls, we become witness to the condition of our 

true kinsmen. We see their terror and hear their sobs. In 

spite of current helplessness and precarious situations, 

and in the face of future fear and uncertainty, we beseech 

Jesus through prayers and supplications, to walk with us 

in our burned churches, in our damaged sacred memorial 

in Deir Zor, and in our destroyed schools—our educa-

tional fortresses. 

 

Dear Armenian Faithful, 

 In the midst of 

every day concerns in 

America, and joyful sur-

roundings especially dur-

ing this season of Christ-

mas, perhaps you do not 

have time to share the 

pain of our brothers and 

sisters. Perhaps you are 

not be able to assess the extent of the danger that threat-

ens our Armenian community in Syria—the community 

that after the Genocide became the cradle of our rebirth, 

and the community that remained faithful to its authen-

ticity and preserved the pure Armenian character, cultur-

al values, faith, and language. 

 Aside from the danger for individuals, there is 

danger for our nation. Are you prepared to leave your 

comfortable manger, as Jesus did, and visit them to give 

bread to the hungry, water to the thirsty, care for the 

wounded, and comfort for the mourner? Yes, you are 

obligated, because whatever you do for any of them, you 

have done also for Jesus. Whatever you do for the Arme-

nian community in Syria, you have done for the Armeni-

an people in its entirety. 

 I wish you joy and happiness for the New Year 

and the Holy Nativity. May our Lord, Savior, and Mira-

cle Worker bless you and your family. Pray to Him so 

that the destruction will end, so His boundless love will 

be injected in the veins of all Mankind, and save us from 

all evil. It is the time for you to make provision from 

your charitable gifts for the hungry, the thirsty, the 

wounded, and the grieving, just as you would want to do 

for Jesus who has gone to visit and suffer with them. 

ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN 

Prelate 

Armenian Apostolic Church of America 

Eastern United States of America 
 

Holy Nativity, 2013 
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There are certain characteristic aspects in the 

rites, liturgies and other ecclesiastical ordinances of the 

Armenian Church which seem to be the result of things 

rather than the premeditated arrangements of men; but 

this statement never tends to underestimate or overshad-

ow the wisdom, the sound sense of taste, and the rea-

soning instincts of our forefathers. On the contrary, it 

proves the fact that our forefathers were inspired and 

led by God. One of these characteristic aspects of the 

ecclesiastical arrangement of Lenten services is giving a 

name to each Sunday—ascribing to each a special sig-

nificance. 

All the other Christian Churches call the Sun-

days of lent by numbers: First, second, etc. In the Arme-

nian Church, in addition to these numbers, each Sunday 

is also called by a proper name, such as the Sunday of 

Expulsion, the Sunday of the Prodigal Son, etc. Moreo-

ver, the name of each Sunday carries in itself a certain 

basic Christian truth. Together these truths form a suc-

cessive wholeness which is particularly part of the Ar-

menian religious calendar.  

I want to focus on three Sundays which I find 

the most effective during Great Lent. 

The Sunday of Expulsion is known as the Sun-

day of the fall of the first parents of mankind from 

God’s grace, and of their expulsion from the Garden of 

Eden. Lent in general, and the Sunday of the Expulsion 

in particular, offers us the awareness of our separation 

from God, and in order to regain the lost paradise, a pre-

cious opportunity for self-examination and correction. It 

is a time to devote more time to church-going and pray-

er, but mainly to practice self-discipline and exercise 

self-control over our appetites, to eat less and save a 

share for the needy, to be humble so that others may 

rise; to be better human beings so that our world be-

comes humanized; and by tearing down the black cur-

tains to our blind souls, to become more aware of our 

limitedness and as defenseless children, to remain sole-

ly dependent on our Father’s divine will, of His love, of 

His mercy and compassion, so that at the end of this 

period of forty days, we may become worthy of His 

Son’s glorious resurrection. 

The Sunday of the Prodigal Son is the Sunday 

which is based on the parable of the prodigal son. Ac-

cording to this parable the young son of the happy fami-

ly desires to leave his father’s home for a far country. 

This young man was satisfied with what he had and en-

joyed. One of the tragedies of human life is the fact that 

a man does not appreciate the valuable heritage he pos-

sesses and enjoys unless he loses it. The prodigal son 

lost almost everything he had - riches, beauty and hon-

or. He had willingly lost the presence of a father and 

home. He had started his expectations to obtain a better 

life, but found himself in dire poverty, and besides be-

ing starved, the prodigal son became in need of his fa-

ther’s love and longing for his home. The center of the 

parable lies in these words: “I will rise and go to my 

father.” These words contain the whole meaning of the 

Sunday. 

The next Sunday is the Sunday of the Steward 

who is the highest class functionary of the great and 

noble families of ancient times; he controls the entire 

finances of the family and administers almost all the 

affairs of the house. The characteristic of the steward is 

the same as that of the prodigal son: spend-thriftiness; 

using for other purposes properties entrusted to him. 

Both the prodigal son and the steward spend the belong-

ing of others for their personal use. The steward of the 

gospel is a fraudulent person who is qualified as un-

righteous. He is a man who knows how to make profit 

from all the opportunities provided to him for personal 

benefit. The Gospel says: “The lord commended the 

unrighteous steward for his prudence.” What Jesus 

means is that if the sons of the world use all the means 

under their disposition to gain and keep their materialis-

tic lives in security, why should not the Son of Light be 

equally wise to utilize the opportunities granted to him 

by God to obtain and guard the life of heaven? 

The steward made use of the most troublesome 

time of his life to secure his personal well-being, which 

concludes that anyone in his last days can secure his 

everlasting happiness through a heart-stirring benefac-

tion, provided he repents for the injustice he may have 

wrought.  

In conclusion, I would like all of you during 

these Lenten days, and before the resurrection of our 

Lord, to think once again on the quality of life that he or 

she is living. Learning from the Lenten Sunday messag-

es and make use of the great opportunity that our Lord 

has given us to repent and become sons and daughters 

of light. 
 

-Rev. Fr. Hrant Kevorkian 

The Illuminator                                                      Winter 2012-2013 

PASTORAL MESSAGE “LENTEN SUNDAYS”  

Let’s learn!!! 
What are the Sundays of the Great Lent called? 

1) Eve of the Great Lent “Poon Paregentan” 

2) Expulsion “Ardaksman” 

3) The prodigal son “Anaragi” 

4) The steward “Dendesi” 

5) The judge “Tadavori” 

6) Advent “Kalestian” 

7) Palm Sunday “Dsaghgazart” 

8) Easter “Haroutian Zadig” 



Board of Trustees Corner 
 

 The Board of Trustees wishes to take this op-

portunity to wish all members of the St. Sarkis commu-

nity a  Happy New Year and a Blessed Christmas. The 

Board started the season with many special events.  

2013 was an especially festive time as the Board hosted 

a family night on Saturday, January 5, Armenian 

Christmas Eve. The turnout was great and the crowd 

enjoyed themselves. The most encouraging comments 

of the night were that we had fun. The food was a pot-

luck and we wish to thank everyone for their delicious 

contributions to the table that was well stocked with 

everything from salads to desserts and everything in 

between. After the dinner there were games organized 

by Ms. Melanie Markarian. They were fun and enjoyed 

by all, from the very young to our elders. Der Hrant 

was very instrumental in cajoling all to participate in 

the festivities. 

 The turnout for Sunday, January 6, Armenian 

Christmas Day was overflowing. The services were 

very spiritual and the congregation left feeling spiritual-

ly fulfilled. The Board would like to encourage our 

congregation to increase their attendance to church and 

not just make the Christmas and Easter services. It is a 

wish that all past Boards and Pastors have hoped to ful-

fill. 

 On Saturday, January 19, the Board hosted an 

appreciation dinner for the committee heads who 

helped raise funds for the church this past year. The 

Board cooked the meal and had help from the AYF in 

serving and cleaning. We would like thank the AYF 

members who volunteered to help, and want them to 

know they are appreciated. We are also going to host 

another appreciation dinner for the volunteers of the 

Sunday School, deacons, choir, ushers, Ladies' Guild 

and Illuminator committee. It is our way of saying 

thank you. We realize that sometimes people are over-

looked and we apologize for any oversights. We are 

also looking forward to our Lenten services. Der Hrant 

is having the services on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 

am and Friday nights at 6:30 pm. There will be lectures 

following the services. We are also preparing for Holy 

Week and Easter with anticipation. 

 

-Michael Hagopian  

Ladies Guild  
  

 After a busy five months of baking, the Saint 

Sarkis Ladies Guild started out 2013 with the Armenian 

Christmas Luncheon. The event was held after church 

services on Sunday, January 6. A delicious meal was 

planned by the committee of four Guild members. Many 

compliments were received from the members of the 

congregation that attended the luncheon.  

 Soon enough after that event, the plans were put 

in place for the Lenten Luncheon, the Palm Sunday 

Dinner and the April 24th observance. Please take time 

from your schedule to support these events. Be a part of 

the Armenian traditions that keep our religion and 

ethnic strong.  

 The cookbook is the next project that is being 

worked out. To make a cookbook worthy to our 

organization, time is the key word. Recipes must be 

checked for correct measurements, procedures of 

preparation and many other important steps. They must 

be retyped and put in proper categories. This book will 

be a treasure for you and your family with history, 

hopefully pictures and you will be amazed at the sacred 

family recipes that have been sent to me. Please, if you 

have not turned in a recipe, get the form in the Narthex 

and do so. I am still waiting for those pictures that some 

of you have promised. If you have any questions, please 

call Sharon at 313-383-2453 or email me a monky-

ward@aol.com. Please no e in monky. Recipes, 

pictures, and history, that is what we need!!! ASAP.  

 The Saint Sarkis Ladies Guild usually meets the 

second Sunday of the month after church services. 

Special days could change that. As you know, new 

members are always an important addition to any group. 

Please contact me or any member to join us.  

 

Thank you,  

 

Sharon Kehetian Broglin, Chairlady  

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Alann Broglin, Elizabeth Vartanian-Gibbs, Sona   

Manzo, Silva Sagherian, Daniel Serafin,  Dickron 

Trakjian, Sarkis Telbelian, Daniel Tiernan, Donna 

Tiernan, Krista Tossounian  & Mark Movsesian. 
 

We welcome all of our new dues paying members to 

our church and we thank them for their willingness 

to be a part of our St. Sarkis family. 
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Q.  Helen, I know 

you have been in-

volved with our choir 

for years, when did 

you first begin to play 

the organ?  

A.  I first started 

playing the organ at 

fifteen, but I was 

singing in the choir 

before that. 

Q.  You have a vast amount of knowledge in the 

Armenian Church liturgy, can you give us an idea of 

how you learned the various sections of the Divine Lit-

urgy and other special feast observances? 

A.  From going to church religiously, as well as 

asking questions of my parents and grandparents. 

Q.  Do you have any remembrances of the different 

choir masters who played a role in your development, 

not only in our choir; but in the different choral groups 

you have been a member of? 

A.  Yes, Vartges Dulgarian, Baron Sako, also the 

years I was in the Cass Technical High Schools, music 

department. 

Q.   I know you have lived in other areas of the 

United States, like Ohio and California; when you lived 

in these states, did you join any of the Armenian 

churches there? If so did you join in the choir or play 

the organ in those communities? 

A.  In Cleveland the church did not have a full time 

priest, they had visiting priests; therefore, I only played 

when there was a service. Most of the time the visiting 

priest was Ver. Rev. Oshagan Choloyan then, who is 

now our prelate. It was a very small community, with-

out a church, but an all purpose hall. 

Q.  You have been an active member of our com-

munity for many years; with the gifts God gave you, and 

which you share every Sunday in His house. Can you 

give a description of the way you are affected spiritual-

ly by our church service? 

A. I know God put me here to play those beautiful 

hymns. When I hear the beauty of our service it brings 

out all of my love of our church and faith. 

Q.    One of the most meaningful parts of our service 

are the hymns. I’m sure you have your favorites, which 

ones and why do you feel they are your favorites?  

A.  Soorp, Soorp, which is a fabulous hymn called 

Holy, Holy. I also love the meaningful Der Voghormia, 

which prays for mercy, forgiveness as well as blessing 

all those with human frailties.  

Q.    The choir has gone through some ups and downs 

throughout the years. I myself was a member in my high 

school years. To this day I love to sing along with the 

choir from the back of the church. If you were to speak 

to some of our young people today, would you encour-

age them to join the choir and why? 

A.   Absolutely, the church is who we are as a people; 

it is our beginning, our identity. Plus, if you enjoy sing-

ing it’s a wonderful way to express your joy.  

Q.    It seems that for many people it is hard to under-

stand these hymns, if they do not understand the Arme-

nian language? Are there hymn books from which the 

singer can learn from? 

A.   We have books written in English and Armenian 

They can take those books home and learn from them. 

Also, Der Hayr is an excellent source to learn from.  

Q.     I know that there are many variations of some of 

the hymns, have our choir members learned any new 

variations and which hymns are they? 

A.   The Lord’s Prayer, as well as Der Voghormia. 

Q.     My final question has to do with the future of the 

choir. What do you think should happen to make our 

choir more professional? You have been a member of 

various choral groups; do you feel that our choir could 

improve to the point that they could give concerts 

throughout the year?  

A.   We need to increase our membership with people 

who have some musical interest. Also, more rehearsals 

can always make for a better sounding and a more pro-

fessional group.   

 

Helen, I wish to thank you for taking the time to 

answer these questions. I know that there are many 

young people who might be encouraged to put on a 

choir robe and take one step towards learning and 

becoming a part of a very special choir.     

Also, thank you for your years of service to our 

church; without your supportive contribution, the 

spirit and the meaning of the service is somehow 

diminished. 
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CHOIR CORNER “Q  & A with Helen Mempreian Movsesian” 



 Once again, our Sunday School stu-

dents used their abundant talents to share the 

spirit and true meaning of Christmas with us 

all.  On December 19, students performed 

the musical, “Two Nights Before Christ-

mas,” for the residents of Manoogian Man-

or.  Arranged and coordinated by teacher 

Tracey Katcherian, this field trip not only 

brought joy to the residents, but also rein-

forced for our students the importance of 

giving and sharing with others. 

 The following Sunday, students gave 

an encore performance for a standing room 

only crowd in the Lillian Arakelian hall.  

Cast members Nairi Carman, Teny Topouzi-

an, David Coburn, Sara Kurkechian, Jona-

than Krikorian, and Andre Katcherian, along 

with soloists, Shant Kechechian, Grace Mer-

curi, Tamar Changelian, and Michael Kurkechian, 

and a chorus of angels, shepherds, toys, crayons, 

dolls, and more, brought a toy store to life, to re-

mind us all that Christmas isn’t about the lights, 

decorations, shopping and parties – but rather to 

celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior.  As al-

ways, the voices of our children, raised in praise of 

Jesus, left us all well prepared to enjoy Christmas 

in peace, and with love. 

 In January, our students participated in Ar-

menian Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.  

The students of the 9th and 10th grades read the 

Scriptures on Saturday evening.  Students also 

served at the Altar and as Readers on Sunday, 

Christmas Day. 

 Faculty and students would like to 

acknowledge and thank several generous benefac-

tors for their thoughtful gifts this school year: 

 First, we wish to thank the Armenian Relief 

Society, Maro Chapter for underwriting the cost of 

curriculum for the third straight year.  The charita-

ble works of the ARS as an organization are well 

known and respected; we are grateful that Maro 

chapter members continue to make the Christian 

education of our children a priority. 

 Next, we want to express our gratitude to 

Tommy and Silva Gerjekian for their generous do-

nation of Bibles for our students.  All students in 

grades 2-6 received Children’s Bibles, and students 

in grades 7-10 received the adult version, personal-

ized, for their use now and for their lifetime.  In 

addition, Tommy and Silva have committed to pur-

chasing Bibles each year to present to students as 

they reach Grade 2 and Grade 7.  We thank them 

for their love of our children, and their commitment 

to Sunday School. 

 And finally, we wish to thank Mr. & Mrs. 

John Manoogian, and Dr. Arthur Hamparian for 

their very generous donations to update our class-

rooms with white boards.  When they learned of the 

poor condition of our chalkboards, and our request 

for new ones, these wonderful friends of Sunday 

School immediately stepped forward to accommo-

date our request. 

 We are truly blessed to have such generous 

and loving benefactors, who look into the eyes of 

our children and see the future of St. Sarkis Church. 

 In coming months, students will be very 

busy learning about Lent, Holy Week and Easter, 

learning hymns to sing during the Divine Liturgy, 

planning various field trips, preparing for another 

program in the Spring, and finding ways to honor 

our mothers during 2013, The Year of the Armeni-

an Mother.  Stay tuned. 

 

-Diane Changelian 

“From the lips of children and infants You have ordained praise.”  Psalm 8:2. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 



The St. Sarkis Fellowship Club continues to be 

one of the major benefactors of our church. Nearly all of 

its activities support the church in one way or another. 

The St. Sarkis Fellowship Club had a few activities 

since November keeping its members especially active. 

The Club currently has 56 members, two of which are 

new. Violet Der Manuelian and Habib Sabbagh joined 

during this period. Meetings are held approximately 

once a month where members have a luncheon and dis-

cuss church, community, politics, world problems, and 

listen to interesting lectures. After dinner the members 

usually end up playing cards or other games. 

The major activity during this period was David 

Terzibashian's presentation on Jerusalem. David who is 

an extremely knowledgeable native of Jerusalem pre-

sented the club with an array of beautiful slides on the 

buildings, churches, and other edifices in the Holy City. 

He gave the club a rundown of the changing culture of 

the city and how the population of the Armenian com-

munity has diminished over the last few decades and 

unfortunately is still continuing its downgrade cycle. 

The Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem makes up more 

than one quarter of the old walled city where our priests 

and other Armenians have had difficult times in main-

taining their property rights and accesses to our reli-

gious sites. Club members thought the presentation was 

extremely interesting, informative, and entertaining. 

Most of the members were happy with the lecture and 

thanked David asking him if he could return at another 

time. 

At our February meeting Der Hrant gave the 

club an exceptional presentation on the meaning of 

Lent. He explained what is expected of the faithful and 

told us what foods we could eat and not eat. It was very 

surprising to some of our members that we should not 

eat any food that has any association with animals. This 

includes all the dairy products plus chickens (and their 

eggs) and fish. The other aspect of the Lenten forty day 

period before Easter is that the faithful should renew 

their vows to God and be extending their religious com-

mitment. 

Other activities that Fellowship members got 

involved in is our Vice President Movses Movsesian 

presenting a historical summary of the St. Vartan Amer-

ican Legion Post 307 dissolution. Movses explained that 

the historical paraphernalia and equipment of the post 

were sent to the Armenian National Museum in Yere-

van, Armenia. 

 One other activity, one of our members was 

involved in was a book presentation by George Moura-

dian on Evils of the World. George discussed the four 

major evils: power, religion, war, and money and their 

accompanying malevolencies to a Hamazkayin, Arme-

nian Engineers and Scientists of America audience and 

their guests. The lecture was very well received. George 

also gave a short introductory talk on the book to the 

club in November. 

 Many of the Fellowship Club members are ac-

tive in other church and community activities. While 

some members manage to get involved in other commu-

nity relationships they also enjoy the benefits and com-

radeship of the club. Meetings are usually held once a 

month followed by a social hour and fun time activities. 

The Fellowship Club occasionally invites speakers to 

talk on specific topics that would be of interest to the 

members. Membership is open to all parishioners. Pa-

rishioners who are interested can contact President 

Randy Broglin at 313-383-2453. 

 

-George Mouradian 
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FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES SINCE LAST NOVEMBER 

Taleen Shahrigian, a junior at Northville High School and 

daughter of David and Kristen Shahrigian, recently broke the 

Northville High School cross country record in the 5k run and 

also broke two AYF Olympic track records. 

Her high school achievement was in a high school track invita-

tional which included some 200 runners in her age group rep-

resenting 22 area high schools. She finished second among the 

200 runners, losing to the national high school 5k record hold-

er who happens to be from West Bloomfield High School. 

“Taleen’s time was an amazing early season time of 19:02, 

breaking the record of Gina McNamara who now runs for Uni-

versity of Michigan,” said Taleen’s coach, Nancy Smith. Ta-

leen, an honors student and a member of the Detroit KT AYF 

chapter, has received awards at Northville High for outstand-

ing first year athlete,  sportsmanship and team spirit. 

In her first year of AYF Olympic competition  held in Boston 

over Labor Day, Taleen broke a more than 33 year old 800 

meter record and also broke the 1600 meter record. 

She is the granddaughter of Harry and Margo Derderian and 

Araz and Florence Shahrigian. 

Congratulations to Taleen Shahrigian  

Who Broke Northville High Track Record and AYF Olympic Records 

tel:313-383-2453
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BOOK PRESENTATION 

On December 2, 2012 the Board of Trustees organized a book 

presentation “Armenians under the Ottoman Empire and the 

American Mission’s Influence on their Intellectual and Social 

Renaissance” by Rev. Dr. Gorun Shrikian. After the welcoming 

remarks by Terri Koller, Emma Bagdasarian played two beauti-

ful piecok’s Prefaces on the piano. The book was presented by 

Dr. Vazken Ghougassian, Executive Director of the Eastern 

Prelacy, who is the book’s editor. Present also was Rev. Dr. 

Vahan H. Tootikian who wrote the book’s preface. Following 

the presentation, Fr. Gorun expressed his words of thanks and 

autographed copies of his book. 



 The season of Christmas is one of our most 

cherished holidays.  Following the festivities of Western 

Christmas and New Year, the Armenian Church marked 

the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ with memorable and 

beautiful services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, 

January 5 and 6 all over the world and here at St. Sarkis. 

 On Saturday, January 5, students and altar serv-

ers read in Armenian and English from the Old Testa-

ment Books. At the conclusion of the readings, the Di-

vine Liturgy was celebrated by Father Hrant with the 

assistance of deacons, altar servers, choir and organist, 

Nancy Der Stepanian. Following the service, all were 

invited to a Family Night hosted by the Board of Trus-

tees in the Lillian Arakelian Hall featuring a potluck 

dinner of hot and cold main dishes, salads and desserts.  

 The Nativity Scene on the stage came alive 

when Araxi Tosoonian & Vahan Cholakian dressed as 

Mary and Joseph took their places under the canopy.  

Shant Poladian, son of Kenneth & Ledonna Poladian, 

representing the baby Jesus was placed in the manger, 

and family photos were taken in front of the Nativity.  

Games were set up in the center of the hall and enjoyed 

by young and old. Thanks go to Karen Hagopian and 

Melanie Markarian for organizing the potluck dinner 

and the games. A gentle snowfall began as families said 

goodnight and left the hall to return home. 

 On the morning of January 6 the church was 

full to capacity for the Blessed Nativity and Theophany 

of our Lord, which this year fell on Sunday. Father 

Hrant celebrated the Badarak with the faithful assis-

tance of deacons, altar servers, choir and organist Helen 

Mempreian Movsesian. The Blessing of Water service 

took place after the Divine Liturgy.  The Godfather of 

this service was Kevork Mardoyan, son of Navasart and 

Suzie Mardoyan.  Blessed water was distributed to the 

faithful.  Following worship a Christmas Luncheon was 

hosted by the Ladies Guild.  Many thanks go to their 

members for organizing the wonderful luncheon. 

-Illuminator Staff 

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON AT ST. SARKISTHE CHRISTMAS SEASON AT ST. SARKIS  





On Saturday February 9, 2013, the St. Sarkis Sunday School had its first annual Poon Pare-

gentan Costume Party. A group of the Sunday School parents, Mike Rasizzi, Liz Vartanian-

Gibbs, Nichole Der Stepanian, Simone՛ Topouzian & Della Topouzian, organized the event. 

More then 120 young and adult parishioners were in attendance. Besides the delicious food 

there was a DJ who played Armenian and English music. The dances and the games created a 

great atmosphere of joy. At the end of the night all the children received trophies for their 

beautiful costumes. Everyone is looking forward to next year’s Poon Paregentan. Make sure 

you are present!!! 

-Illuminator Staff 

POON PAREGENTAN COSTUME PARTY 



 Surrounded by several high definition, large 

screen televisions and an abundance of food and bever-

ages, over 75 attendees enjoyed the first annual St. 

Sarkis Men’s Club Super Bowl Party held on Sunday, 

February 3rd in the Lillian Arakelian Hall. 

 The game, which pitted the San Francisco 49ers 

against the Baltimore Ravens, went down to the 

wire.  Most of the attendees waited-out the power out-

age at the Superdome, which delayed the game over 

thirty minutes.  They were rewarded with an exciting 

finish, which saw Baltimore hang on to what was once a 

22 point lead, to ultimately win by three points after a 

dramatic San Francisco comeback.   

 This was not, in fact, the first Super Bowl Party 

at St. Sarkis.  It followed a string of very successful Su-

per Bowl parties in the 80s and 90s, organized by 

Mitchell Shoushanian.  Reviving the party was the idea 

of Der Hrant Kevorkian, pastor of St. Sarkis Armenian 

Apostolic Church.  Fueled by an opportunity to increase 

community involvement at Church activities, Der Hrant 

turned to Armen Derderian, Nicolas Katcherian, and 

Alec Sarafian to pull it all together.   

 Because it was the Super Bowl, the NFL’s 

premier event, the committee insisted that the party be 

top notch, with plentiful food and beverage, and, of 

course numerous large, high definition television 

screens.  Planning came down to the wire, with the ca-

ble company finalizing the installation of high definition 

lines into the Lillian Arakelian Fellowship Hall the day 

before the Super Bowl.  In the end, the room featured a 

100 inch center screen flanked by three 50-inch televi-

sions to ensure optimal viewing from all parts of the 

hall.   

 All Events Catering, the Church’s caterers, put 

together a terrific Super Bowl-type spread, with a wide 

variety of delicious foods and salads.  In a nod to the 

tradition established at the original Super Bowl parties, 

Coney Island hot dogs were served at halftime.  Dessert 

capped off the foodservice for the evening, with a cen-

terpiece of birthday cake in honor of Albert Sarkisian, 

who celebrated his 85th birthday at the party. 

 Of the event, planning committee member, Ar-

men Derderian, said, “For being put together in such a 

short amount of time, it was a fantastic event with great 

turnout.  It gives us a solid foundation to build upon for 

an ongoing annual event.”   

 The 2014 Super Bowl will be played on Febru-

ary 2nd.  Mark your calendars for what is sure to be an-

other great event! 

 

-Alex Sarafian 
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FIRST ANNUAL ST. SARKIS MEN’S CLUB SUPER BOWL PARTY 



Eduard Arto Bedrossian, son 

of Samuel & Natella 

(Ayrapetyan) was baptized on 

November 4, 2012. Godparents 

are Sebouh Hatsakordzian and 

Ninel Zurab. 
 

Aria Elle Istamboulian, 

daughter of Haig & Paula 

(Jerrell) was baptized on No-

vember 11, 2012.  Godparents 

are Lawrence LaBrana and 

Tammie LaBrana. 

Iris Louise Darin, daughter of 

Matthew & Julie (Bagdoian) 

was baptized on November 24, 

2012.  Godparents are Matthew 

Bagdoian and Monica Schaffer. 

 

Gavin Kapriel Scott Sill, son 

of Jason & Monieg 

(Bagdasarian) was baptized on 

December 22, 2012. Godpar-

ents are Vahan Bagdasarian 

and Natasha Bagdasarian. 

Sophia Sofya Carolynne Sill, 

daughter of Jason & Monieg 

(Bagdasarian) was baptized on 

December 22, 2012.  Godpar-

ents are Vahan Bagdasarian 

and Natasha Bagdasarian. 

 

Nicholas Aris Nadjaian, son 

of Richard & Hedy 

(Ordoutchanian) was baptized 

on February 17, 2013. Godpar-

ents are Paul Nadjarian and Ti-

na Khayat. 

Baptisms 

Jim George Koukoudian 

November 7, 2012 
 

Margaret Karapetian 

November 20, 2012 
 

Andrew Bazian 

December 21, 2012 
 

Dikran Kassabian 

December 29, 2012 

Andrew Poladian 

December 31, 2012 
 

Kazar Kazarian 

January 9, 2013 
 

Sadie (Vartanian) Johns 

January 19, 2013 
 

Louise Adray 

January 21, 2013 

Harry Manoogian 

January 22, 2013 
 

Charles Shoushanian 

February 1, 2013 
 

Cletus Elwood Gresham Jr. 

February 11, 2013 
 

John Sarkisian 

February 15, 2013 

Funerals  

Wedding 

Alan Ara Najdi & Diane Elias were married on February 9, 2013 by Rev. Fr. Hrant Kevorkian.  

The best man was Darry Elias and the maid of honor was Mariam Elias. 

We extend our deepest condolences to those in our community who have lost loved ones.  

May God Bless their memories. 

We extend our congratulations to the parents and the grandparents on the very happy occasion of  the baptism of their 

children and  grandchildren and welcome them into our Armenian Apostolic Faith. 

Our congratulations to the happy couple, and their families. We wish them a long, and fruitful life together.    

8Meg par2i wra3 /yranak9 “Meg partsi verah dzeranak.” “May you grow old on one pillow.” 
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SACRAMENTS 



Armenian Renaissance Assoc. 

Dr/Mrs Vahagn Agbabian 

M/M George Arakelian 

M/M Frank Asadoorian 

M/M Sarkis Atanosian 

Virginia B. Azizian 

Mrs. Rosalie Baghdoian 

M/M Matko Brajkovich 

M/M Winfred Burchfield 

Coburn Family 

The Dakessians 

M/M Pete Dellalian 

M/M Harry & Helen Derderian 

The Dermanuelian Family 

Mrs. Samuel Dermanulian 

Mrs. Ann Donoian 

Mrs. Elsie Doumanian Martin 

Armen Ektibaryan & Silva  

     Shiklanian 

Mark, Eleanor Evarian & Family 

Ms. Arpine Garbooshian 

Armen & Elizabeth Garbooshian 

Narses & Alice Gedigian 

Annie Gharibian 

Ann Grigorian 

Colette Gulian 

Popkin & Alice Harabedian 

Haygas & Norma Haroian 

Susan & Edward Haroutunian 

Edward Jevizian 

Michael & Tamar Kadian 

Josephine Kalustian 

Richard & Elizabeth Kamar 

Arlene Khelokian 

Sarkis & Virginia Kojian 

Armen & Mary Korkigian 

Manya Korkigian 

Elizabeth Kosaian 

M/M Kaiser Krekorian 

Louise Krikorian 

M/M Stephen Krikorian 

Sue Kurtjian 

Mrs. Eleanor Lafian, in memory of 

   Oscar Lafian 

Rose Lahiff 

Dick & Rose Maloian 

John & Rose Manoogian 

Sona Manoukian 

Anne Merian 

Jacques & Georgette Miloian 

Avedis & Sona Mishigian 

Pearl Mooradian 

Helen Mempreian Movsesian 

Gregory & Karen Movsesian 

M/M Movses Movsesian 

Aram & Seta Najarian 

Richard & Stephanie Najarian 

Charlie & Alice Noorian 

Ann Okolovitch 

Pauline T. Sanderson 

Ms. Emiline Santikian 

Alex & Kara Sarafian 

Ms. Pamela Sayre 

Elizabeth Serafin, in memory of  

   sister, Margaret Karapetian 

Mary Shiklanian 

Rev. Dr. Gorun Shrikian 

Nadia Simon 

Peter & Anne Sirian 

Sally Tarpinian 

Sarkis & Sirvart Telbelian 

M/M Arsen Terjimanian 

Mike & Jeannette Vartanian 

Ms. Esther Vosgerchian 

Michael & Tracy Yangouyian 

M/M Sarkis Yeghiazarian 

Margaret Zadikian 

M/M George Zamanian 

CHRISTMAS YOUGHAKIN 
Total: $6,780 

Ned & Aroxie Apigian 

George & Zabel Arakelian 

Don & Carolyn Arslanian 

Alice Atikian 

Larry Avedesian, in memory 

     of Alice Avedesian 

Ross & Suzy Bagdasarian, in  

     memory of Hasmig Kevorkian 

Rosalie Baghdoian 

Yervant & Mary Bedikian 

Zoe Dakesian 

Raffi & Julie Der Manuelian, 

Chris & Emily 

Arpine Garbooshian 

Aram & Violet Gavoor 

Narses & Alice Gedigian 

Jerry & Sandy Gerjekian 

Rose Gerjekian 

Tommy & Silva Gerjekian 

George & Lucy Gurganian 

Ovannes & Arma Hadjinian 

Sousanna Hadjinian & Chrissy 

Herman & Arek Hintiryan &  

     Family 

Mitch & Rose Kehetian 

Dale & Terri Koller 

Anna Koloian 

Krikor & Anna Krikorian 

Dick & Rose Maloian, in memory 

      of Oskinaz Malvian and  

     Arshalous Nercesian 

Seta Mesrobian 

Avedis & Sona Mishigian 

Oghig & Sandy Mooradian 

Pearl Mooradian 

Helen Mempreian Movsesian 

Movses & Anna Movsesian 

Charles & Alice Noorian 

Raffi, Shoghere, Arek & Berj 

     Ourlian 

Serop & Alice Ghazourian Sabb 

Albert & Geno Sarkisian 

Liz Serafin, in loving memory of  

       Margaret Karapetian 

Araz & Florence Shahrigian 

Harold & Laura Sirabian, in 

     memory of Neshan, Satenig & 

     Harry Sirabian 

Peter & Ann Sirian 

Sally Tarpinian, in memory of 

     Shmavon & Azniv Tarpinian 

Kegham Tazian 

George & Ann Zamanian 

POINSETTIA DONATIONS   
Total: $1,580 

The Pastor and the Board of Trustees extend their gratitude to Mrs. Pearl Mooradian and Mrs. Rose Gerjekian, for spear-

heading the “Poinsettias for Christmas” campaign and to all who donated.  Special thanks to Arnold Kourtjian. 
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DONATIONS TO THE CHURCH 



In memory of JACK  KOSAIAN 
Total:  $3,246.86 

Elizabeth Kosaian,  

  Brian, Becky Kosaian & Family, 

  Paul, Joan Kosaian & Family, 

  Frank, Lisa Casali & Family 

Caterina Casali and Family 

Ecowater Canada Ltd. 

George & Elizabeth Grattan 

Perry Jarian and daughters 

Alice Kalustian  

Evan & Laurie Lyall 

Ray & Merry Malos Family, 

Dean & Sandy Malos 

Ray & Yvette Malos 

The Meidl Family 

Tim, Kelly, Kara, Ryan, Nicole  

    & Kyle Omell 

Marty & Diana Shoushanian  

Jack Tocarchick 

Gary & Marceline Weshalek 

Chris & Marcelline Kochan  

Bryant & Joanna Satterlee 

Patricia Kalustian & Scott Ode 

David & Lisa Bedrosian  

Randolph & Sharon Currens 

Ford Motor Company Walton 

   Stamping Plant 

Louisa Goulasarian and Family 

Joe & Colleen Gyaraw 

Tammy Kalustian 

Ted & Rita Kochan 

Larry & Ann Mackey 

John Mekjian & Nancy Beth Rupp 

C. Onesian 

Gina & Greg Pollock 

The Reitz Family 

Milio & Viola Rinna and Family 

Buddy & Kim Shearouse 

Stephen Tlalka 

Mary & Tom White 

Kenneth Williams 

Elizabeth Bedrosian 

Joseph & Grace Mistretta 

Denise Rankin 

Art & Sharla Vartanian 

Gary Yesve 

Alice Avedesian & Family 

     (Canada)  

Jim & Mary Curtis and Family 

Michael & Cassandra Keossian 

William & Susan McLellan 

Pauline Torigian Sanderson 

Shyamal & Mitha Sarkar 

M/M Albert Sarkisian 

Matthew & Alicia Schweizer 

The Warmuth Family 

Bill Liphardt 

Alice Mouradian 

Mike & Jeanette Vartanian 

Master Andon Schweizer 

Mrs. Bernice Kazarian 

 Karen Kazarian 

Mark & Cheryl Kazarian 

Dr. Vahagn & Mary Jo Agbabian 

Hampo & Annie Almasian 

M/M Ardash Apigian 

Ned & Aroxie Apigian 

M/M Edward Apkarian 

George & Zabel Arakelian 

Don & Carolyn Arslanian 

Renee Ascolese 

Jeff & Mary Avedesian 

Lawrence Avedesian 

Ron & Mimi Avedesian 

Mike & Val Bagdasarian 

Ross & Suzi Bagdasarian 

Richard & Nora Benian 

Karyn Chopjian 

Zovart Dakesian 

Edward & Suzanne Derbabian 

Harry & Margo Derderian 

Arpine Garbooshian 

Jack Garbooshian 

Aram & Violet Gavoor 

Alice & Narses Gedigian 

Jerry & Sandy Gerjekian 

M/M Jim Golden 

Colette Gulian 

Jim & Carolyn Haboian 

Onnig Hachigian 

Richard & Geraldine Hagopian 

M/M John Halagian 

Alice Hamparian 

Dr. Arthur Hamparian 

Amalia Harazian 

Janet & Michael Haroian 

Larraine Jansky 

Charles & Patricia Javizian 

Simon Javizian 

Dickran & Elizabeth Kamar 

Ara Katcherian 

Rick & Donna Katcherian and Family 

Dave & Doris Katcherian and Family 

Karen Kehetian 

Mitch & Rose Kehetian 

George & Margaret Kizerian 

Kevin & Elizabeth Kojian 

Virginia & Sarkis Kojian 

Alice A. Kourtjian 

Ralph & Roxanne Kourtjian 

Krikor & Anna Krikorian 

Kelly & Sima Kuchukian 

Grace & John Kulegian 

Daniel & Mary Ann Mahlebashian 

Dick & Rose Maloian 

Chris & Sona Manzo 

Pearl Mooradian 

Alice Mouradian 

Dennis Moushmoulian 

Helen Mempreian Movsesian 

Movses & Anna Movsesian 

M/M Grover Hillard Rodgers 

Alex, Kara, Amo, & Drienne Sarafian 

Al & Geno Sarkisian 

George Sarkisian 

Gregory Sarkisian & Nicole 

Rob & Robin Scollard 

Araz & Florence Shahrigian 

Marty & Diana Shoushanian 

Sally Tarpinian 

Gini Topalian 

Topouzian Family 

M/M John Tosoian 

Midge Walsh 

Christopher Yangouyian 

M/M Joseph Zakem & Zachary 

In memory of KAZAR KAZARIAN 

Total: $3,610 
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IN LIEU OF FLOWERS 



St. Sarkis Church Fellowship Club 

Hampo & Annie Almasian 

M/M Harry Arkelian 

Don & Carolyn Arslanian 

M/M Frank Asadoorian 

Ross & Suzie Bagdasarian 

Virginia Bagdasarian 

Armen Bagian 

M/M Paul Bagian 

Suzanne Bedrosian 

Taleen Nigosian Baldwin 

George & Patricia Charchian 

Zovart Dakesian 

Sara Fustikian 

Mrs. Margaret Garibian 

Alice & Narses Gedigian 

Mrs. Rose A. Gerjekian 

George & Lucy Gurganian 

Onnig Hachigian 

Popkin & Alice Harabedian 

Brenda Heisler 

Norman & Esther Javezian 

Mike & Cina Kajoian & Sandra   

Ovian 

Phillip & Cynthia Kashigian 

Mitch & Rose Kehetian 

M/M Kaiser Krekorian 

M/M George Krikorian 

Krikor & Anna Krikorian 

M/M Stephen Krikorian 

Mrs. Eleanor Lafian 

Linda Leporowski 

Bob & Kathy Lewandoski 

George & Sandy Manoogian, 

Amara & Alis 

Christy Mazzara 

Peter & Hermine Mazzara 

Arthur & Gloria Melkonian 

Anahid Michaelian 

Dick & Rose Maloian 

Olive & Sandy Mooradian 

Pearl Mooradian 

Barkey Mossoian 

Alice Mouradian 

George & Rose Mouradian 

Helen Mempreian Movsesian 

Movses & Anne Movsesian 

Andrew & Kathleen Nersesian 

Susan Noland 

Ted Raynush 

Sylvia Roche 

John & Alice Schlegel 

Araz & Florence Shahrigian 

M/M Peter Sheehan 

Peter & Anne Sirian 

Jeanne Spence 

Sally Tarpinian 

Tatta Family 

Mike & Jeanette Vartanian 

Esther Vosgerchian 

Harry, Chris & Licia Yangouyian 

Ted & Kathy Yanchula 

In memory of ANDREW POLADIAN  
Total: $2,120 

ARS Maro Chapter 

Hampo  & Annie Almasian 

M/M Art Amroian 

M/M Ned & Aroxie Apigian 

M/M Edward H. Apkarian 

George & Zabel Arakelian 

Rose & Harry Arkelian 

Don & Carolyn Arslanian 

Dawn, Adi & Soseh Asadoorian 

Ron & Mimi Avedesian 

Aram & Linda Bagdasarian 

Annette & Vasken Cholakian 

Richard & Karen Demeyere 

M/M Edward Derbabian 

Aram & Violet Gavoor 

Nancy Gavoor 

Alice & Narses Gedigian 

Terry & Anita Granger 

Laura Grigorian 

Onnig Hachigian 

Dr. Arthur Hamparian 

Janet & Michael Haroian 

Norman & Esther Javezian 

Cynthia Kachadoorian 

M/M Khatchig Kafafian  

M/M Dickran Kamar 

David Karapetian 

Phillip & Cynthia Kashigian 

Rick & Donna Katcherian 

Karen Kehetian 

Mitch & Rose Kehetian 

Dale & Terri Koller 

Alice Kourtjian 

M/M Ralph Kourtjian 

Grace & John Kulegian 

Carol & Alice Malakhanian 

Dick & Rose Maloian 

Bedros & Sandi Magar 

John & Rose Manoogian 

Alice Mekjian 

M/M J. Mekjian 

John Metzigian and Family 

Alice Mouradian 

George & Rose Mouradian 

Helen Mempreian Movsesian 

Movses & Anna Movsesian 

Jeffrey Noroyan 

Asbed Papakhian 

Amo Sarafian 

John Sarkesian 

Albert & Geno Sarkisian 

George Sarkisian 

John & Alice Schlegel 

Eugene & Joan Schneider  

Harry & Jenny Shooshanian  

and Family 

Minnie Shoushanian, Dr. John, 

Suzan, Danielle and Alexander, 

Michael, Denise & Chase 

Peter & Anne Sirian 

Charles Siroonian 

Vasken & Rose Solakian 

Nick & Louise Stepanian 

Amma Lee Tarazoff 

Craig & Lisa Tarpinian 

Manoog Tarpinian 

Gary & Virginia Vartanian 

Mike & Jeanette Vartanian 

Esther Vosgerchian 

Harry & Licia Yangouyian 

M/M George Zamanian 

Andrew & Mary Rose Zazaian 

Sadie Zazaian 

M/M Sherman Zazaian 

In memory of CHARLES SHOUSHANIAN  
Total: $2,615 



M/M Ned & Aroxie Apigian 

George & Zabel Arakelian 

Thomas & Nancy Banks 

David & Marianne Dardarian  

and Family 

Michael Dardarian 

Vigen B. Darian 

Kathy Herrick 

Norm & Esther Javizian 

Bob & Denise Karakashian 

Mitch & Rose Kehetian 

Bob Lewandoski 

Ozzie & Margo Mouradian 

Papakhian Family 

Susan & Gary Reizian 

Stanley & Lillian Roland, Zachary 

Roland, Leigh & Adam Berkhoel 

Peter & Marilyn Sarkesian 

Marty & Diana Shoushanian 

Teets Family 

Unknown 

Dave Walker 

Harry, Chris & Licia Yangouyian 

Margaret Zadikian 

Caroline Zarend 

In memory of HARRY MANOOGIAN 
Total: $980 

Shofique & Maria Ali 

M/M Ardash Apigian 

M/M Ned & Aroxie Apigian 

M/M Edward Apkarian 

George & Zabel Arakelian 

Rose & Harry Arkelian 

Armenian Community Center 

Anto Arslanian 

Don & Carolyn Arslanian 

Dawn, Adi & Soseh Asadoorian 

Lawrence & Eric Avedesian  

Dorian Avedesian & Richard 

Keshgegian and Family 

Ross & Suzi Bagdasarian 

Ernie & Peggy Bianchi 

John Bolinger & Gary Smith 

Mary Bugeia 

Jerry & Sharon Buscetta 

Manny, Natalie & Jeffrey Charach 

M/M Paul Chastney 

Jim & Mary Ann Clement 

Couzens, Lansky, Fealk, Ellis, 

Roeder & Lazar 

Lynn & Dale Cox 

Zovart Dakesian 

David Dardarian 

Mike Dardarian 

Cindy Denha 

Violet DerManulian 

Mary Dirasian 

Marilyn Dragan  

Ellen & Pattie 

Janet & Ralph Emmons 

Jack Garbooshian 

Aram & Violet Gavoor 

Alice & Narses Gedigian 

The Gramer Family 

Dr. Arthur Hamparian 

Norman & Esther Javezian 

Linda Joanette 

Kajoian Family 

Mike, Cina & Kristen Kajoian 

Takouhi Kazarian 

Mitch & Rose Kehetian 

Edward & Yvonne Korkoian   

and Family 

M/M Ara & Heather Krafian 

Peter Kupelian 

Vartan, Betty & Lisa Kupelian 

Ann Laktzian 

 M/M Harout Madoyan 

Carl & Alice Malakhanian 

Dick & Rose Maloian 

Grant & Cathy MacKenzie 

M/M Joseph M. McGlynn 

Lucy Merzian 

Barkey Mossoian 

Mrs. Mary Lee Myles & Tom 

M/M Mardig Palanjian 

M/M Palanjian 

Papakhian Family 

Paul D. & Sue A. Rojek 

Alex & Kara Sarafian 

Raffi & Chrissy Sarafian 

M. Sarafian 

Tom & Zee Sarkesian 

George Sarkisian 

John & Alice Schlegel 

Rosalie Schweinfurth 

Marty & Diana Shoushanian 

Doris Shulman 

Peter, Melody & Paula Simon 

Manoog Tarpinian 

Sally Tarpinian 

Sal & Gloria Tatta 

M/M Andrew Torosian 

Mike Torosian 

Patrick & Rose Torossian 

Anonymous 

Miss Kay Vartanian 

Esther Vosgerchian 

Roger Waha 

Candy Yan 

Harry, Chris & Licia Yangouyian 

Michael Yangouyian 

M/M Joseph Zakem and Zachary 

George & Ann Zamanian 

Zonder Family 

In memory of LOUISE ADRAY 
Total: $4,127 

Sandra Afetian 

Harry Derderian 

Manouk & Sona Derovakimian 

May & Khatchig Kafafian 

Frances Khelokian, Jayme & John 

Mrs. Sandra Magar   

Anonymous  

In memory of CLETUS ELWOOD GRESHAM JR. 
Total:  $240 



In memory of : 

ALICE AVEDESIAN  
Florence & Lisa Kazanjian 
 

In memory of: 

ZABEL DOSTOURIAN 

Phillip & Cynthia Kashigian 
 

 

 

 

In memory of : 

LORI JANIGIAN 

Colette Gulian 

In memory of:  

DICKRON KASSABIAN 

Sam & Anna Lovalenti 
 

In memory of:  

ALICE JAVIZIAN  
Richard & Elvie Tietze 

In memory of:  

GEORGE TAVTIGIAN  
Richard & Stephanie Najarian 
 

In memory of:  

ROSE VARTANIAN  
George & Karen Nigoghosian 

     Family 

Additional Memorial Donations 

Orphelia Alabakoff & Family 

Hampo & Annie Almasian 

Mrs. Mary Antonian 

Edward & Violet Apkarian 

George & Zabel Arakelian 

Zoe Dakesian 

Alice & Narses Gedigian 

Rose Gerjekian 

Miss Ann Jevizian 

David Karapetian & Family 

Mitch & Rose Kehetian 

Seta Mesrobian 

Pearl Mooradian 

Sandra & Olive Mooradian 

Alice Mouradian 

Helen Mempreian Movsesian 

Ellie & Nick Nicoloff 

M/M Charles & Alice Noorian 

Yn Shakeh Ohanesian & Family 

Sally Tarpinian 

Sebouh & Maureen Toukhanian 

In memory of MARGARET KARAPETIAN  
Total: $600 

Dr. Annette Bazian 

Haig Aznavoorian 

M/M Naz & Marguerite Hadjian 

George E. Mellos 

M/M Charles Nahigian 

Isabel Nahigian 

In memory of ANDREW BAZIAN 
Total: $625 

 Helen Knar & Michael Cirri-

to, in honor of the recognition 

of many years of service of 

our father and grandfather, 

George Arakelian.  

 Movses & Anna Movsesian, 

in honor of Phillip & Cynthia 

Kashigian’s 50th wedding  

anniversary.  

 

 Colette Gulian, in honor of the 

50th Anniversary of St. Sarkis 

Church. 
 

 Krikor & Nyrie Bedrossian, 

for Sunday School. 

General Gifts to the Church 
Total: $300 

Other Donations 

A special thank you to Silva & 

Tommy Gerjekian who donated 

bibles to all of our Sunday 

school students.  

Special thanks to Simon Javizi-

an, who donated electronic 

equipment for playing back-

ground music on special occa-

sions in the church, and to John 

Zadikian who made the instal-

lations. 

Thank you to the following sponsors of our  

Sunday Fellowship Hour 

 1/13: Mary Antonian & Margaret Arslanian, in loving memory of Michael                           

              Mardirosian. 

 1/27: Mrs. Martha Sogoian, in loving memory of Nash Sogoian. 

 2/10: Harry & Laurie Dakesian, in honor of the 90th birthday of mother &  

              grandmother, Zoe Dakesian.  

 2/17: Bernice Kazarian & Family, in loving memory of Kazar Kazarian. 

 2/24: ARS Mid-Council of Detroit and 5 sister Chapters: Zabel, Sybille, Maro,  
              Shakeh & Tzolig, in memory of the ARS founder, benefactors and  
              members. 

PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OR A BOARD MEMBER IF YOU 

WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR THE FELLOWSHIP COFFEE HOUR. 



 On Saturday December 1, 2012, the ARF 

Azadamard Gomidehoutoun invited the Detroit Com-

munity to celebrate the 122nd Anniversary of the ARF.  

The event was attended by approximately 125 people.  

The guest speaker of the day was Unger Asbed 

Kotchikian who is a professor at Bentley University in 

Massachusetts.  A complimentary dinner was provided. 

 Unger Asbed’s speech focused on the role of 

the ARF in Armenia and the diaspora.  He also said that 

with Armenia’s independence, Armenia must adapt to a 

fast-changing technological world; we are challenged to 

think globally, to have a larger agenda.  He repeated the 

fact that the ARF is an organization meant to serve both 

Armenia and its diaspora.  The program also included 

Emily Movsesian singing the American and Armenian 

National Anthems, Shoghere Ourlian reciting “We Are 

Brothers,” and Unger Sebouh Hatsakordzian as the 

master of ceremonies for the event. 

 On Saturday, February 23, 2013, we presented 

the documentary “Orphans of the Genocide” by Bared 

Maronian at Novi Middle School. Unger Raffi Ourlian   

expressed the welcoming words of Azadamard 

Gomideh, U. Haigan Tcholakian presented the director, 

who spoke about the documentary.  

 The Azadamard Gomideh thanks all of the sup-

porters and attendees of the events.  

Our future events will be the following: 

 Genocide Commemoration Program in April (date 

to be determined) 

 May 28 – Armenian Independence Day Celebration 

(date to be determined) 

 Khanasor Picnic (date to be determined) 
 

-Raffi Ourlian 

 ARF News 

 On Monday 

evening, December 

17, 2012, teachers, 

students, parents and 

friends of the ARS 

Zavarian One-day 

School gathered at 

the Orchard Lake 

Middle School to 

celebrate the New 

Year and Christmas 

holiday season.   

 Mrs. Hourig 

Jacobs welcomed 

everyone and wished 

them a joyous holi-

day. She invited 

Rev. Fr. Hrant 

Kevorkian, pastor of 

St. Sarkis Armenian 

Apostolic Church to 

offer a prayer and bless the table of desserts prepared by 

school parents.   

 The program of seasonal songs and recitations 

in Armenian began with the youngest students who 

were shy and hesitant and was followed by performanc-

es by the more confident students of the upper grades.  

They sang about “Gaghant Baba” (Santa Claus), the 

Christmas Tree, the Holy Nativity and the New Year. 

 Amid the joyful sounds of the children’s voices, 

Santa made a surprise appearance.  The students sang 

and danced, sharing their joy with Santa, as they re-

ceived their Christmas gifts.  Happy and excited, the 

students bid farewell to Santa. 

 The event was sponsored by the ARS Mid-

Council of Detroit, which administers the Zavarian 

School.   

 

-Silvart Telbelian 

ARS Zavarian One-Day School Celebrates Christmas And New Year 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 



 On Friday, December 14, 2012, the Greater De-

troit United Committee (comprised of St. Sarkis Arme-

nian Apostolic, St. Vartan Armenian Catholic and Ar-

menian Congregational Churches, Armenian Revolu-

tionary Federation, Armenian Relief Society (five sister 

chapters), Armenian Youth Federation, Hamazkayin 

Cultural Association, HOMENETMEN, Tekeyan Cul-

tural Association, Detroit Armenian Women's Club, 

Knights of Vartan, Daughters of Vartan and Armenian 

Engineers and Scientists Association) sponsored its sec-

ond fundraiser event for the Syrian Armenians "Extend 

Your Hand to Your Syrian Brother." The event was held 

at the Hagopian World of Rugs, Birmingham, Michi-

gan. 

 The Mistress of Ceremonies, Georgi-ann 

Oshagan welcomed the guests and invited Stephan Ka-

rougian to sing the Armenian and American anthems. 

She then invited Rev. Fr. Hrant Kevorkian, pastor of St. 

Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church to offer the invoca-

tion, following which he made a passionate plea to the 

community to continue its help to Syrian Armenians.  

 In her opening remarks, Ms. Oshagan appealed 

for help to the Syrian Armenians. A musical interlude 

was offered by violinist Harry Hovakimian and soloist 

Rosaline Basmadjian, who performed three melodies 

from Sayat Nova. Following the performance, United 

Committee Co-Chair Mr. Shant Jamgotchian presented 

a video, "The Life of Syrian Armenians before the con-

flict began and after the height of the violence." 

 Guest Speaker for the evening was Dr. Ara San-

jian, director of the Armenian Research Center, Univer-

sity of Michigan, Dearborn. He presented a detailed his-

tory of the Syrian Armenians and outlined the reasons 

behind the conflict. Dr. Sanjian offered his perspective 

on how the community can be sustained, and in what 

ways Armenian Americans can help those still in Syria 

and those who fled to Armenia, Lebanon and elsewhere. 

 Ms. Oshagan invited the United Committee Co-

Chair Shakeh Basmajian to the podium. She thanked the 

audience for supporting the United Committee and its 

events and explained why Syria was important to Dias-

pora Armenians. She urged those present to remember 

their Armenian brothers and sisters on these festive days 

of Christmas and New Year. Her message was: “GIVE 

TODAY, TOMORROW WILL BE TOO LATE.”  

 Msgr. Andon Atamian, Pastor of St. Vartan Ar-

menian Catholic Church closed the event with an en-

couraging plea urging Armenians to become active in 

the cause and offered the benediction. 

 The event raised $10,000 for the Syrian Arme-

nians and so far the Greater Detroit Armenian Commu-

nity has raised over $41,000 towards the relief efforts. 

Included in this total are funds collected by the three 

participating Armenian churches. 

 

-Shakeh Basmadjian 

Greater Detroit Armenian Community Raises $41,000 for Syrian Armenians 

Hamazkayin 8TH Annual Dance Performance 

For many years the Hamazkayin Armenian Educational 

and Cultural Society has been our community’s  cultur-

al torch bearer and continues to be. 

 Recently, the Hamazkayin Arax Dance Ensem-

ble along with its junior dance groups, Hooys (Hope) 

and Hrashk (Miracle), presented its 8th annual dance 

performance. Every dance performance is as unique as 

the Hamazkayin dancers, but what was significant 

about this performance was having the junior groups 

dance with the teenagers. 

 Hamazkayin Arax, Hrashk and Hooys dance 

ensembles are not regular dance groups. The 

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Socie-

ty aims to teach Armenian culture and traditions in an 

atmosphere of fun and dancing while bringing Armeni-

an kids together to forge solid friendships. Each Arme-

nian dance depicts an old Armenian country village or 

city, with its distinctive costumes, dances, traditions, 

foods and folklore. Some dances are about famous his-

toric battles such as Avarayr. 

 Besides the dance group, Hamazkayin Detroit 

organizes lectures, plays, poetry recitations, book re-

views and other cultural programs. 

 On February 22 we had a Book presentation 

“Evils of the World” for George Mouradian, in collabo-

ration with the Armenian Scientists and Engineers As-

sociation at St. Sarkis, Lillian Arakelian Hall. Paul 

Kulhanjian presented the author, George Mouradian, 

which was followed by the presentation of the book by 

the author. The event came to an end with expressions 

of appreciation by Mrs. Hermine Manoogian and fel-

lowship.   



Our next up event: 

April, 2013: Our annual Jewels of Armenian Art and 

Literature program, which brings together the young 

generation of Metro Detroit to recite poetry and thereby 

honor our past and present poets. 

 Finally, we would like to thank all the 

Hamazkayin supporters, donors, volunteers and friends. 

Without your continuous support and encouragement, 

we wouldn’t be here. 

 As one of our great poets Baruyr Sevag said: 

“We are, we will be, and we shall multiply…” 

 

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational & Cultural Society 

 

Note: for more information please contact us at: 

E-mail: Detroit@hamazkayin-usa.org 

Mailing address: 

Mrs. Hermine Manoogian 

5137 Kingsfield Ct., West Bloomfield, MI  48322 

Tel: 248-788-1511 

Greater Detroit Community Remembers the Heroes and Heroines of Vartanants 

 A large crowd gathered on Thursday evening, 

February 7, 2013 to mark the Feast of the Holy Var-

tanank, an annual event sponsored by the four Greater 

Detroit Armenian Churches and the Knights and 

Daughters of Vartan.  Commemorated by Armenians 

worldwide, it served as a turning point for the Armenian 

people in their struggle for freedom of religion against 

their non-Christian overlords during the Fifth century.  

A Catholic Mass was celebrated by His Grace, the Most 

Rev. Bishop Mikael Mouradian, Eparch of the Armeni-

an Catholic Church of the United States, and co-

celebrant Monsignor Andon Atamian, Pastor of St. Var-

tan Armenian Catholic Church.  At the conclusion of 

the Mass, messages were offered on the meaning of 

Vartanants and how present-day Armenians can best 

pay homage to the brave men and women of this era in 

Armenian history. 

 Speaking in Armenian, Deacon David Terzi-

bashian representing the Armenian Congregation 

Church presented historical background on the Var-

tanantz Wars from Yeghishe, the Fifth century historian 

and eyewitness, with special attention to the plight of 

the Armenian women called Dignaik Papgasoonk 

(delicately bred ladies).   

 Rev. Fr. Hrant Kevorkian, Pastor of St. Sarkis 

Armenian Apostolic Church addressed the gathering in 

English, tracing the struggle of Vartan Mamigonian and 

his 66,000 soldiers against the powerful Persian army of 

over 220,000 in the Battle of Avarayr fought on May 

26, 451 AD.  He urged all to be active in their respec-

tive churches and groups to preserve the Armenian 

Christian faith and traditions for which St. Vartan and 

his men fought so valiantly.  He stressed that although 

Armenians lost the war militarily, they scored a deci-

sive victory with the signing of the Treaty of Nuvarsag 

years later, which granted Armenia freedom of religion.  

He encouraged us to keep the Armenian faith strong in 

our churches and families, with a focus on education of 

our youth. 

 Rev. Fr. Diran Papazian, Pastor Emeritus of St. 

John Armenian Church offered a moving prayer in Ar-

menian dedicated to St. Vartan and his soldiers.  He 

gave thanks to God for giving us a brave man like Var-

tan who inspired others to follow him into battle.  

 The final speaker was The Most Rev. Bishop 

Mikael Mouradian. He addressed the gathering in Ar-

menian and focused his message on the home as the 

starting point of Christian education.  Parents are the 

first role models for young children.  When parents 

pray, read the Bible and live according to Christian 

principles, their children will emulate them. 

 At the conclusion of the messages, guests were 

invited to a reception in the fellowship hall to enjoy a 

delicious assortment of hot and cold dishes and desserts 

prepared by the Women’s Guild of St. Vartan’s Church.  

At this time, Christopher Korkoian, Commander of the 

Knights of Vartan Nareg-Shavarshan Lodge addressed 

the gathering, explaining what the Knights and Daugh-

ters of Vartan stand for and outlined the numerous Ar-

menian charities and projects they support. 

 

-Illuminator Staff 

mailto:Detroit@hamazkayin-usa.org


AYF November Dance: The Armenian Youth Federa-

tion finished up the 2012 year with their annual Novem-

ber Dance which was held Friday, November 23, 2012 

at the Lillian Arakelian Hall.  With the church’s 50th 

Anniversary and community’s 70th anniversary falling 

in 2012, the theme “The Golden Anniversary” was cho-

sen for the dance.  Through the Digital Ad-Book that 

showcased throughout the night, attendees were able to 

see photographs of AYF members in the Detroit com-

munity over the past 70 years.  The event featured a 

special cocktail hour from 8:00-9:00pm and the dance 

began at 9:00 pm.  Live entertainment was provided by 

The Nigosians and DJ M-Kay.  The night was a success 

filled with many juniors, seniors, alumni and parents. 
 

Javakhk Jampar Presentation & Coffee Hour: On 

Sunday, December 15 the Seniors hosted a coffee hour 

thanking the community for their support of the new 

AYF Initiative: the AYF Javakhk Jampar.  Earlier in the 

year, the Detroit “KT” Seniors collected toiletry articles 

to send to Javakhk as well as raising money at their 

“Bingo Night.”  The AYF sent counselors to Javakhk in 

late July/early August where they held local youth 

camps for two week-long sessions.  At the event, they 

screened a presentation of the successful AYF-backed 

camp in Javakhk. 
 

AYF Convention: The AYF Convention was held in 

Racine, WI, from December 26-30.  The Detroit Seniors 

sent 5 delegates: U. Adi Asadoorian, U. Haigan 

Tcholakian, U. Ara Markarian, U. Nairi Bagdasarian 

and U. Armen Nercessian.  At convention, the delegates 

reviewed the AYF’s fiscal year, presented their chapter 

reports, and established new initiatives, resolutions, 

committees, and the new Central Executive. 
 

Senior Chapter: The seniors had two meetings this 

year including their general meeting.  They presented 

information from the year-end convention, began plan-

ning out their upcoming events, and elected their 2013 

Executive Board as follows: U. Haigan Tcholakian–

Chairman, U. Adi Asadoorian–VP Internal, U. Anoush 

Mardigian–VP External, U. Ara Markarian–Treasurer, 

and U. Armen Nercessian–Secretary.  The executive is 

off to a fast-paced start. They have sworn in six new 

members including Chris Kourtjian, Mariana Ghazar, 

Alec Kurjian, Nicolas Aznavor, Julia Palaian, and An-

gela Palaian. The senior membership is currently at 72 

members.  The AYF is fortunate to have celebrated its 

80th anniversary on January 14.  
 

Junior Chapter: The Juniors had two meetings this 

year and have sent members to the Midwest Junior 

Winter Olympics.  They have three new Juniors advi-

sors: U. Helen Attar, U. Sareen Bagdasarian, and          

U. Alidz Oshagan, and their board is as follows: U. 

Taline Bedirian - President, U. Talar Bagdasarian - Vice 

President, Sassoun Tcholakian - Treasurer, Talia Ok-

nayan - Corresponding Secretary, and Shant Kevorkian 

- Recording Secretary.  
 

Detroit AYF Community Fundraiser for NATs – 

Saturday, March 2: In order to fundraise for the re-

gional event they will be hosting on March 9 (National 

Athletic Tournament), they are having a community 

fundraiser at Hercules Coney Island in Farmington, 

Michigan.  Come support the local AYF chapter by pur-

chasing NATs apparel or having 10% of your dinner 

proceeds donated to the AYF! 
 

National Athletic Tournament  

Saturday, March 9: The Detroit Seniors will be host-

ing the Eastern Regional National Athletic Tournament 

this year on March 

9.  The games will 

take place at Livo-

nia Churchill High 

School from 9am-

5pm and will in-

clude tournaments 

of basketball from 

chapters from the 

Midwest, East and 

West Coasts.  

They would like 

to invite the entire community to attend and give a spir-

ited welcome to the out of town athletes. 

Armenian Youth Federation Detroit “Kopernik Tandourjian” 

Junior & Senior Chapters (2012 - 2013) 



MARCH 2013 

6 Ladies’ Guild Lenten Lunch at 12:00 noon 

24-31 Holy Week 

24 Ladies’ Guild Palm Sunday Dinner at 1:30 pm 

APRIL 2013 

7 
Sunday School Pancake Breakfast, 1:00 pm 

General Membership Meeting, 2:00 pm 

21 Hamazkayin Poetry Reading, 1:00 pm 

24 
Genocide 98th Commemoration  at 7:00 pm 

Location to be determined 

28 ARS Tzolig Chapter Bake Sale, 1:00 pm 

MAY  2013 

5 
ARS Sybille Chapter “Hat Fashion Show & 

Auction” at Glen Oaks Country Club, 4:00 pm 

19 
St. Sarkis Sunday School  

Graduation at 1:00 pm 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR  

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

MARCH 24 

Palm Sunday 

 Divine Liturgy  at 10:30 am 

 Great Possession  at 12:00 noon 

 Teraepatsek at 12:30 pm 

MARCH 26 
Holy Tuesday 

 Ten Virgins service at 7:00 pm 

MARCH 28 

Maundy Thursday 

 Divine Liturgy at 5:30 pm 

 Washing of the Feet at 7:00 pm 

 Passion & Crucifixion at 8:15 pm 

MARCH 29 
Good Friday 

 Burial Service at 7:00 pm 

MARCH 30 
Easter Eve 

 Scripture reading at 7:00 pm 

 Divine Liturgy at 8:00 pm 

MARCH 31 
Easter Sunday  

 Morning Service at 10:00 am 

 Divine Liturgy at 10:45 am 

Lenten Services until Palm Sunday 

Morning Services Every Wednesday at 10:00 am 

Peace Services Every Friday at 6:30 pm 



The Armenian Senior Citizens Tower 
19230 Ford Road . Dearborn, Michigan . 48128 

Telephone : 313-336-7404 . Fax: 313:336-4797 

 

As a part of the 12 acre complex with the St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church and the Arme-

nian Community Center, the Armenian Senior Citizens Tower opened its doors in April, 1981 

to provide ‘Independent Living’ for Senior Citizens, 62 and older. On beautifully landscaped 

grounds, the “ASCT” offers one and two bedroom apartments.  Rent is HUD subsidized to pro-

vide affordable housing that is based on 30% of household’s “Adjusted Income.”  Rent includes 

heat and water.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our community offers a variety of social and recreational activities and trips for residents 

which have included Valentine’s Day party, “Fat Tuesday” Paczki Day, Opening Tiger Game 

and 4th of July  Barbeques, Bingo, Mother’s/Father’s Day Celebrations, Casino trips, Apple Or-

chard trips, Halloween Buffet/Party, Wayne County Light-Fest, and our annual Holiday 

Christmas Dinner.  This year’s festive Christmas Party was held at the St. Sarkis Church Hall 

for over 100 of our residents and guests.  The annual celebration featured a lavish buffet dinner 

and an evening of fun entertainment for all who attended.      

For more information about an apartment rental, please contact us at 313-336-7404. 

Among the array of amenities included are: 

 Fully equipped kitchens   

 Wall to wall carpeting 

 Bathrooms with safety grab bars 

 Emergency medical pull cords  

 Spacious closets and storage areas  

 Smoke detectors    

 Large balconies above the First Floor 

 On site Laundry Rooms 

 Controlled Access Entry Systems and Security Cameras  

 24-Hour Emergency Maintenance Services 

 Library, Community Room and Beauty Shop 

 Own 14 passenger bus for shopping and recreation 

 Meals on Wheels Lunch Program  

 Pets welcome 





  Edward Korkoian  

836 N. Main Street ● Royal Oak, MI 48067 

(248) 541-4800 ● (248) 541-8325 

www.ekfh.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Edward Korkoian Funeral Home has served  

the Armenian community for 64 years with three generations  

of professional, compassionate and dedicated service. 

 

Our Funeral Home Offers: 

 

Funeral Home, Inc. 

Spiller-Spitler Chapel 

 Traditional Funerals 

 Cremation and other optional Funeral Services 

 Advance Funeral Planning Program 

 Our Funeral Home Facility as well as other Funeral Homes in the 

Greater Metro Detroit area to meet your needs 
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